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List of Officers 

President:  Esther Moberg
Vice President:  Elaine Hirsch
Pas President:  Buzzy Nielsen
Treasurer:  Lori Wamsley
Secretary:  Kathy Street
Parliamentarian:  Buzzy Nielsen
ALA Representative:  Danielle Jones
OEMA Representative:  

PNLA Representative: 

 Member at large: 

 State Librarian:  Caren Agata (Interim)
Location and theme of annual conference 

Vancouver Washington, OLA-WLA Joint conference Vancouver Hilton
April 16-20, 2019
Notable speakers: Ryan Dowd – The Librarian’s Guide to Homelessness
Legislative activity 

Legislative activity was the busiest it has ever been in 2019.  We have a very strong legislative committee headed by Stephanie Lind and Amanda Dalton Associates have come on as our new lobbyists after our long time lobbyist finally retired. They and the committee did an amazing job this legislative session. 

I was very busy running back and forth to Salem and believe I was at the capitol personally at least four or five times for library legislative day as well as supporting the library definition bill and other bills as needed. 

We had over 9 different initiatives we were monitoring, supporting, neutral, or against on the legislative docket. Public Libraries, Law Libraries, Academic Libraries, and School Libraries all had some piece of legislation in this session. The biggest item was the OLA sponsored definition of Public Libraries that we updated and championed through to what I feel was a very successful conclusion. We had found the existing definition of Public Libraries in Oregon to be woefully inadequate and simply stated, only said a public library was formed by a governing body. OLA and especially the PLD division felt strongly that Public Libraries at a minimum are so much more than that and should have funding attached to them as well as minimum standards that truly reflect what a public library does. 
In addition to this, there was also legislation on a special children’s district that OLA opposed because of compression among other things. 
Law libraries and their funding across the state were again challenged in legislation and a bill challenging their funding was successfully defeated. Individual counties keep going after law library funding but try to make it a state wide law which OLA both this session and the last have spoken up against. 
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library was a bill that OLA remained neutral on. Concerns about long term funding, lack of a long term plan, vagueness on how it is managed in communities, requiring buy in by parties involved, and implementation by schools were reasons why OLA stayed neutral. 
The State Library successfully passed its budget for the next biennium including Ready to Read funds. 
Open Source textbooks in colleges and textbook lists were on the academic library side and both were supported by OLA although there were so many items on the legislation these were not as high a priority as some others simply due to timing. OLA supported legislation regarding school librarians that unfortunately did not pass. Other items were also on the agenda that will be covered in the legislative report. 
Notable awards/honorary memberships 

OLA Legislator of the Year: Not awarded
OLA Librarian of the Year: Jeremy Skinner, Curry Public Library
OLA Distinguished Service Award: Maureen Cole

Library Employee of the Year: Lee Evans, WCCLS Library Materials Distribution Supervisor (2019)
Library Supporter of the Year: Lance Colley, Roseburg City Manager, & Michael Lasher, Douglas Education Service District Superintendent, Roseburg Public Library (2019)
Honorary Life Membership:   Jane Corry (2019)  Pierina Parise (2019)
Intellectual Freedom Committee Award: Oregon Battle of the Books Committee
In recognition of their work defending intellectual freedom in Oregon
Evelyn Sibley Lampman Award: Barbara Kerley (Children’s Book Author)
Pearl Award: 
President’s Award: Buzzy Nielsen (2019)
Outstanding events that you remember

We started out the year with an interim State Librarian. Caren Agata stepped up as interim while the State Library hired a new State Librarian, a process that took over a year to complete. Caren did a great job as interim, keeping the State Library going and creating the new State Library Budget that she successfully defended in front of legislators and was adopted during the legislative session. A lot was happening at the State Library during this time including moving of staff in the building and other changes to processes and the building itself. After going out for a first round of recruitment, a second successful recruitment for the position resulted in the Governor appointing Jennifer Patterson as the new State Librarian in May of 2019. The Oregon Library Association and other stakeholders were involved in the selection process and immediate past OLA President Buzzy Nielsen worked tirelessly to assist with this process. OLA was very supportive of the appointment of Jennifer Patterson to the position. 
The Oregon Battle of the Books OBOB, an after school program in elementary and middle schools, was challenged on their 2018-2019 book list which included the book “George” a book about a child’s transgender journey. The book was kept on the book list and only two school districts withdrew from the OBOB competition during the school year in protest over this book. It was challenged a few more times but each of the school districts decided to keep the book on their OBOB reading list. The OBOB is an after school elective, not a required class or program. The OBOB committee was awarded the Intellectual Freedom Committee’s Award in 2019. The previous OLA President and the OBOB committee were threatened with lawsuits among other things and personally harassed over this challenge but they stayed strong and were professional. 
The Salem Public Library faced some challenges this year regarding their new public facing Collection Development Policy and started a rigorous weeding program based on the new policy this year. The weeding project was challenged by Salem residents including former State Librarian Jim Scheppke. Community members spoke both for and against the weeding project. Questions arose regarding why books were being removed which staff answered with FAQ sheets and information at the public library board meetings. As OLA president I have attended Salem Public Library Advisory Board meetings and City of Salem City Council meetings in support of the work of the Salem Library Director and current library staff and the weeding policy. I have also submitted letters of support to the Library Advisory Board and City Council. The new Library collection policy had been called into question as well as the process of weeding the collection and the library staff has continually provided statistics and support of the work they are doing every time it has been requested. This was brought to the City Council and they have not taken any action at this time, however, they are requesting a committee and to be part of the next Library Strategic plan process. 
The OLA-WLA shared Library Association Annual Conference

The 2019 conference was a shared conference of the Oregon Library Association and the Washington Library Association held in Vancouver, Washington. While attendance was strong and overall feedback was very favorable, the size of the conference and difference in philosophies regarding how the associations are run as well as the way the contract was negotiated between the associations (WLA received more money but OLA brought in more attendees as we have consistently in the past at these shared conferences) may make it time to sunset having a shared joint conference in the future. Overall most people found the conference very enjoyable although we did have one OLA member who had a bad experience with a vendor. The vendor was asked to apologize to the OLA member. 
Strategic Plan

The Oregon Library Association is in its final year of its strategic plan and quite a bit of work was done to try and wrap up existing plans where possible. Unfortunately, due to the extremely robust legislative session focused on library concerns, less time was spent on the OLA Strategic plan than the OLA President had hoped. The following areas were working on over the course of the year:
Core Values and Mission Statement of the Oregon Library Association 
A committee was formed to review the Core Values of the Oregon Library Association. They met several times and hope to wrap up the wording for a vote either at the OLA annual retreat or at the Oregon Library Association annual conference. 

OLA Memberclicks webpage and NW Central refresh


I was unsuccessful in getting a group together to review and test the webpages in order to get a new webpage refresh or update. Hopefully this will happen in the next 1-3 years. I put out a call for assistance and followed up with several different people all of who declined to take part. 
Visioning

Work was started on putting together names for a committee for the next visioning process. 

Archiving content and consistent archiving of all divisions and groups of OLA


While discussed, I was unable to proceed further with this due to a lack of time. 
Other items of interest during 2018-2019
As OLA President I wrote a letter against the Tor ebook embargo on releasing books to libraries later than to other buyers of ebooks. Librarians are protesting publishers setting embargos on Libraries not receiving the same materials in a timely manner even though libraries pay more per title and copy. We signed this with the Oregon Digital Library Consortium which purchases ebooks for many of the libraries in Oregon. 
Census

As OLA President I was appointed to the Oregon County Committee for the Census. I’m working to make sure Libraries understand the information coming from the census committee and have accurate information for our communities. Arlene Weible has already done an excellent job at the State Library creating a faq sheet and webinar.

Creation of the new OLA/PLD Library Squad

This is a group that has been discussed for over 8 years to assist other libraries with approaching trouble projects or areas in library with a “fresh set of eyes”. The committee has formed and started monthly meetings in June. 
The work of the OLA President is never ending and there was so much more I could have done if I had simply had the time for it. Unfortunately, given the many things I was working on in my other jobs, boards, and committees, I was unable to make much headway in the goals I had set for myself. I had so much support in my role as president, both from the past president Buzzy Nielsen and incoming president Elaine Hirsch and I look forward to continuing to support Elaine as I step into the past president position in September. It has been a privilege to serve and I have learned so much. I feel this report only mentions about 70% of what I actually learned. 
Sincerely, 
Esther Moberg

OLA President

