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PO Box 3067  •    La Grande OR 97850
April 11, 2025
Dear Oregon Library Community, 
On Friday, March 14th, President Trump issued an executive order to eliminate the leading source of federal funding for American libraries, the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). This was followed on March 31st by the IMLS staff being put on administrative leave for up to 90 days, putting crucial funding and staff support for Oregon libraries at risk. The State of Oregon, alongside 19 other states, is seeking a temporary restraining order against the action, supported by written testimony from Oregon’s State Librarian, Wendy Cornelisen, detailing the effects of the IMLS shutdown on the State Library of Oregon and local libraries in Oregon.
Millions of Oregonians rely on library services and programs supported by more than $2.6 million in IMLS funds. IMLS funding plays a key role in promoting literacy; expanding digital access to books, news, and more; and preserving history. The State Library of Oregon leverages state funding to receive a 2-to-1 match in federal funds through the LSTA Grants to States program. 
This funding supports: 
· State Library of Oregon staff positions
· Spanish language books for smaller, rural libraries through Libros for Oregon
· Projects that increase broadband, connectivity, and technology access in small and rural public libraries, public community colleges, and federally recognized tribes
· Teen Internship Grants
· OSLIS library system for K-12
· Database access for K-12 and university students
· Answerland online reference service
· Access to eBooks and audiobooks through Library2Go
· Oregon Battle of the Books (OBOB) support
· Sage Library System (courier services connecting 77 rural Eastern Oregon libraries)
· Statewide access to iREAD Summer Reading Programs, improving academic outcomes for kids who engage with reading all summer long
· Professional development for library staff to enhance programs and services tailored to their unique communities
These are just a few examples of how LSTA funding directly benefits Oregon libraries. We encourage you to learn more about how this funding directly supports Oregon’s public, community college, law, and academic libraries.
 
We are saddened that some states have lost funding, we know that neither their libraries nor ours can afford to lose this critical funding. Oregon’s libraries are the heart of our communities, and together, we must fight to keep them funded.
Together, we can share how critical this funding is by taking action for libraries. 
Here are 3 ways you can take action:
1. Call or email your Members of Congress Using ALA’s Show Up for Libraries tool. The tool connects you to your representatives and supplies sample language. Share how important their support is to your library and your community–your story matters.  
2. Educate the people in your community and social media network(s) about the impact that defunding IMLS will have. Many people have never heard of IMLS, though they are very familiar with the programs and services funded in our libraries. ALA’s Show Up for Libraries tool offers sample language in their social media toolkit (including BlueSky!). 
3. Join others in signing the EveryLibrary Petition. This action briefly and quickly communicates to decision makers that signers do not support de-funding IMLS. 
Have more time? Or, want to do more? 
1. Encourage others to speak up for libraries and share their library story!
2. Write a letter to the editor of your local news outlet. 
We know this is a precarious time, we support you, and know you are doing important work that matters.
 
OLA Board
