Minutes
OLA Legislative Committee

Special Districts Office, Salem, Oregon 97310
May 22, 2007 - 2:00-4:00

1) Introductions & Housekeeping
Present: Abigail Elder, Sara Charlton, Kate Gronemeyer, Diedre Conkling, Jim Scheppke, George Bell, Janet Webster

2) Action Items from last meeting 
a) Legislative Day planning document 
Janet, Sara and Diedre will meet this summer to work on this.
b) Oregon legislation 

i) Janet will follow up on EOU’s plans: Janet contacted Eastern and the new library should be 5th on the capital improvements budget

ii) DAS budget and OregonExplorer: Janet has drafted a briefing paper and will get this to key legislators.
iii) Cara will revise the Regional Services Center briefing paper: pending
c) Regional hearings: Janet decided not to attend after consulting with Nan.  Kate attended the one in Bend but few had an opportunity to speak
d) Federal Legislative Day (See below)

3) State Librarian's Report
a) Much of the discussion was a briefing on the current status of libraries in southern Oregon as Jim is monitoring the situation almost on a daily basis.  

i) Josephine County libraries (Grants Pass and two small branches – Illinois Valley and Wolf Creek) will close June 1.  There’s little discussion there of future strategies.

ii) Douglas County closure is still up in the air, but possible.  There is talk of putting a district on the ballot in 2008.

Jackson County libraries lost big (42% to 58%), similar numbers to the earlier election.  There are lots of ideas being floated.  The commissioners have asked for an RFP for library operations which would open the door for privatization. LSSI has been in contact with the county.  Ashland is determined to reopen and there may be a local option tax on the ballot in fall for $.58/$1000.  This is one we need to monitor.  At some point, OLA may need to comment on the issues of privatizing library operations.
iii) OLA.  Nan might know about that as well.
iv) The State Library has funded Ruth Metz to work with southern Oregon libraries in whatever way is useful. 

b) Oregon Progress Board

In the OPB’s latest report, the library benchmark was highlighted as being of concern.  This measures the number of Oregonians served by a library meeting the minimum service criteria.  Jim plans on meeting with Rita of the Progress Board.  We may be able to make some kind of presentation to the board about this issue.  Jim will keep us posted.  www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB
c) Cliff Trow has been appointed to replace Freda Vars on the State Library Board.

d) ODE is threatening to pull its $159,000 funding of the statewide databases.  Jim is meeting with them on 5/23 so will know more.

4) Lobbyists' report (Nan was unable to attend, but Janet met with before the morning for updates.)
a) HB 2116 – Ready to Read Grant Program

Passed both houses.
b) SB 5523 – State Library Budget
Governor signed 5/7/07
c) HJR 14 SB 80 – Double Majority Repeal
SB 80 appears to have died.  HJR 14 is being held in the Senate.  It still may move forward, but probably at the end of the session. 
d) HB 2843 - Obscenity Statutes Revision 
Passed out of House Judiciary and refereed to Ways and Means.  This may pass at the end of the session depending on whether Kate Brown pushes. It’s currently in a holding pattern.  It will not go to Senate Judiciary so what we have is probably what we will get.  Janet testified at the hearing so our concerns are on record.  
e) SB 950 - Email Address Privacy
Passed both houses.

f) SB 712 - County Law Libraries
Died in committee.

g) SB 370 - Mandated Physical Education
Referred to Ways and Means.

h) HB 2920 – Mandating Provision of Freeware
Appears to have died.

i) SB 5515 – Higher Ed budget
In flux
j) SJR 30 – Anti 65% Solution
Appears to have died.  Nan will check as we signed on as supporters of this one.

k) Other funding issues
i) $500,000 in DAS’s budget for OSU’s OregonExplorer Project that is jointly run by the OSU Libraries and OSU’s Institute for Natural Resources. We are preparing a letter of support.
ii) Another is for the Regional Service Center that would be a storage and delivery center for Oregon’s academic libraries. – I haven’t tracked this so am not sure if it still floating. 
iii) Funding for a new library at EOU.  – This is 5th on the OUS capital improvement list. 
l) Real ID
We haven’t followed this and should be.  It’s very confusing at this point as various bills have been gutted and stuffed. We should take a stand in opposition to Real ID as it is a potential threat to the privacy of library records and may affect our ability to serve all in the community. Nan will track where this is.  Diedre and Janet will draft an issue paper.  George suggested reading Monday’s column in the Statesman Journal. 

m) SB417 – eliminates Lane County Boundary Commission

Passed both houses.  This removes one roadblock to special districts.

n) HB3538 – allows for establishment of heritage districts

Passed house and will likely pass the Senate.  The Southern Oregon Historical Society is posed to go for a district.

o) HB2595 – ethics legislation

This entails a revision of statewide ethics and would affect public employees.

5) Federal Legislative Day Report and Follow-up
a) Recap of issues and meetings
Janet distributed the handouts we used in DC.  She wrote up the visit in the May 15 Hotline. 
b) Ideas for ongoing communication
This takes time.  We decided we could do a better job of making it easy for people to contact their federal legislators.  We need to enhance the OLA website with appropriate staff contacts and a link to ALA’s contact your legislator site.  We also would like to improve the wiki.   Kate will take this one and contact the new OLA membership/web person to see how to move forward.  
c) ALA Legislative Day Tuesday June 26, 2007
Kate will be there and is willing to make the office calls.  Janet will send a message to OLA members to find out who is going to ALA and would be interested in participating.  She’ll send those people the State Library’s handout.
d) National Legislative Day May 13-14, 2008
Put it on your calendar. Janet will request that OLA fund a person from the Legislative Committee to attend.

6) 2008 OLA Conference Program Ideas
a) Several lobbyists to present as a panel on their perspectives of the legislative process and the various keys to successfully communicating with elected officials.

We felt that we’ve done similar things to this and need something different.

b) Exposing children/young adults to the political process – best political books, web site for kids

Perhaps we could spin this towards civic engagement for young adults.  We then morphed this into a panel of four young/freshmen legislators, how they got involved, their ambitions and how they see libraries fitting into our society and into the political process.  In particular, we should invite Nancy Nathanson to reflect on her experiences and ambitions. 
c) Something to so with the presidential race – scorecard on the candidates

We agreed that the race may be decided and this wouldn’t be interesting.

d) Ethics and public libraries

We haven’t had the ethics in public life discussion recently (ever?). A presentation from the Oregon and the Washington Ethics Commission about current rules and how they play out in our workplaces could be very informative.

e) Case studies about partnerships with political process

This would be another one that could appeal to both sides of the river as we could give examples from both states about productive political partnerships.

f) Current state of early childhood at the state level.

An update on the role of libraries from the Washington Office of Early Childhood and the head of Oregon Head Start would useful.  Janet will talk to Mary Kay and CSD if they are interested.

g) Honor politicians
We may have a legislator of the year and may not.  We could look outside the legislator for a politician of the year.  Janet will talk to Nan.
As follow up, Janet will talk to the chair of the WLA Legislative Committee to see what ideas they have.  Program ideas are due by August 15th so we will be working on this in the next couple of months.
7) Committee Membership and Meetings for 2007-2008
We need to recruit on member for a three term.  Janet has agreed to continue as chair.  Any suggestions for people from south of Eugene, from eat of the Cascades or from the academic community would be especially welcome.  
Janet will send out possible meeting dates for September.  We agreed that we want to meet again with Ed Denis from ODE to continue our conversation.  Also, Janet suggested we meet with the Cultural Trust and the Oregon Arts Commission next year.

8) Action Item Review 
· Janet, Sara and Diedre will meet this summer to work on the Legislative Day planning document.
· Jim will alert us if OLA needs to comment on the issues of privatizing library operations.

· Janet will alert Aletha on the LSSI issue in case she needs to speak up.

· Jim will let Janet know if a possible meeting with the Progress Board develops.

· Jim will let us know if OLA needs to bring some pressure to ODE about the statewide database licensing.

· Janet will finish support letter for OregonExplorer.

· Nan will track the Real ID bills.

· Diedre and Janet will draft an issue brief on Real ID.

· Kate will contact the new OLA web person to update the Legislative Committee web resources to include federal legislative staff contacts, a link to ALA Washington office and contact your legislator site, and ask about access to an OLA wiki.
· Janet will query the membership on who may be in DC for Legislative Day on June 26th.

· Janet will contact her WLA counterpart about programs for the joint conference.

· Janet will talk to Nan about legislators at the conference.
· Janet will send possible meeting dates in September.
Next Meeting:

Not scheduled at this time
