Minutes, OLA Legislative Committee

Special Districts Office

727 Center St NE, Salem, Oregon 97310

October 13, 2008- 1:00-3:00
Present: George Bell, Jim Scheppke, Amy Goodall, Nan Heim, Janet Webster, Diedre Conkling, Jim Tindall, Gregory Lum, Kate Gronemyer, Connie Anderson-Cohoon
Janet welcomed all in person and on the phone.  She introduced Amy Goodall, Nan Heim’s new associate. 
Action Items from June:

The position paper on public management of public libraries is posted on the Legislation Committee’s page in the OLA web site.  It needs to be more prominent.  Mary Giannane sent a press release to the library media.  It wasn’t picked up. OLA sponsored a booth at the League of Oregon Cities conference with a good response.  LSSI did not exhibit this year. 

Janet will have to check with Mary about some of the PAC issues that came up last meeting including checking the tax credit information to see if it is clear on the dues form and if can legally link to PAC information from the OLA home page. 

Kate and Janet have done some work on the CapWiz site.  All members are loaded.  We need to do more.  Promoting information on Measure 56 is a natural.

State Librarian’s Report:
Jim S described the Governor’s move into the State Library.  Jm and staff will move to the renovated third floor.  This should happen by the end of November.  The Governor will be in residence for at least a year.  The State Library will lose use of the 2nd floor meeting room but gain one in the basement.  

The State Library’s budget was submitted August 1 when the budget forecast only showed a 2% shortfall (revenue over expenses).  Several ballot initiatives if passed are budget breakers.  He’s cautiously optimistic about the policy option package 101, the replacement of IMLS funds for library development. 

Lobbyist Report:
Nan is expecting a heavily democratic legislature with up to 36 in the House and 18 in the Senate.  She is currently meeting candidates who are young and full of ideas.  Dave Hunt from Oregon City will probably be the Speaker of the House and Peter Courtney will remain the Senate president.

We briefly discussed the reinstatement of timber payments.  This could make it difficult for Clackamas County to pass its library district.  The commissioners have stated that they do not intend to fund the libraries.  Nan reported later that Jan Coulton, the campaign manager, and Lynn Peterson, chair of the county commission, met with the publisher of the Lake Oswego and West Linn papers yesterday to explain the situation.

Nan has an office in Salem now that can be used for small meetings.

Legislative Issues:

We reviewed the State Library Policy Option Package.  Option 101 is the $430,00 needed from general funds to replace IMLS funding currently used to fund part of library development.  The target is 4% of IMLS funds goes towards administrations.  If funded, this would mean $430,000 goes into the grant and statewide projects pool.  Option 102, an improved search of the State’s web site, probably will not be funded given the current landscape.  Option 103 is a minor change in TBABS allowing the program to use donated funds to support a student worker.  Option 104 is an increase in Ready to Read to $2 a child.  We will need to make sure we keep the $1 and that it isn’t reduced or moved to cover Option 101.  We need briefing papers on 101 and 104.  We would promote the distribution of Ready to Read checks especially to new legislators.  

We had discussed in June dedicated funding for the courier system. Mary was going to discuss with the Resource Sharing Committee with a request to check on the reasons for participation.  The State Library will continue to support the courier in Eastern Oregon. 

We need to continue to investigate mandated open access to state funded research.  This will not be ready for this session.

The debt collectors are lobbying for reducing or eliminating the surcharge that funds county law libraries. There is a working group looking at option including a consortial purchase of legal databases. Bill Taylor has called a meeting of the working group fro November 4 at the State Library.  Jim S has invited the law librarian from Willamette and Greg Doyle from Orbis/Cascades.  OLA’s interest is having strong legal resources throughout the state.  Laura Orr from Washington County and Jacqueline Jurkins from Multnomah County as law librarians involved with the issue.

Jim T updated us on funding of school libraries through Fund Our Future Oregon.  Peter Buckley from Ashland has agreed to sponsor legislation.  Legal Counsel is currently drafting the legislation.  We think it will be generally calling for funding of the library component of the Quality Education Model that outlines basic staffing and collection expenditures. Nancy Sullivan has been the lead on the FOF and is overwhelmed.  The spokesperson, Suzie Kabeiseman, will be taking more of the lead.  They are communicating with OASL and Janet has contacted Nancy.  OASL is directing each of the seven regional representatives to identify a parent and a librarian to be grassroots advocates.  OASL is budgeting money for substitute when needed for trips to Salem.  The OALS PAC is putting funds toward travel.  FOF is focusing on the importance of constituents advocating for this funding.  We agreed that this was a good strategy.  OLA just needs to kept informed so Nan and the committee can respond appropriately. 

Janet will check with Andre Meyer of the Oregon ACLY to see if there’s any movement on the Real ID front this session.

Legislative Day Planning:
Sara’s guidelines are very useful and Janet is reformatting them into a timeline with responsibilities.  She will ask Sara is she will chair the sub-committee working on Legislative Day along with Diedre and possibly Abigail.  Jim T suggested a retired OASL member, Janet Fetness, as another possible recruit.

Nan has reserved the Galleria for March 5. Due to the remodeling and the 150th celebration, that is the earliest date possible.  Jim will reserve the State Library conference rooms.

OLA Conference Programs:
We are involved with two conference programs.  Ours is modeled on our successful session last year and is titled: Legislators and Librarians: Mixing it up politically (Thursday April 2, 2-3 pm). Pat Duke will work with Nan to identify two legislators to speak.  We may want to tie into the conference theme, Oregon Reads, as a means to get the legislators talking.

There are two session on open access.  We are co-sponsoring one titled Open Access for All (co-sponsor with PLD and ACRL) that will look at the role public libraries can play in promoting open access.  The IF Committee is sponsoring Open Government:  Ensuring Access to Federal and Oregon Government Information.

Measure 56:
We have a statement to vote yes in the Voter’s Pamphlet.  We’ve joined the coalition – Voting Matters.  Aletha has drafted a letter to the editor for people to use.

Action Items:

1. Ask Steph to put position paper on the OLA home page (Janet)

2a. Check on tax credit information for PAC on OLA dues form. (Janet & Mary)

2b. Explore a PAC web site and whether we could link to it from the OLA site. (Kate & Janet)

3. Write issue brief on State Library Policy Option 101  (Janet & Jim S)

3a. Revise Ready to Read issue brief with Headstart focus. (Janet & Diedre)

3b. Promote Ready to Read check opportunities in December

3c. Check when CapWiz updates legislators contact list. (Kate)

3d. Make a list of key legislators to contact about Ready to Read. (Nan)

4. Contact law librarians about OLA assistance.

5a.  Track what legislation is proposed on school library funding. (Nan & Amy)

5b.  Schedule a meeting with Gregory, Nan, Amy, Nancy Sullivan, Suzie Kabeiseman and Janet (Jim T)

6. Check with Andrea Meyer on Real ID. (Janet)

7a.  Ask Sara to chair Legislative Day sub-committee.

7b. Reserve State Library rooms for March 5. (Jim S)

8. Identify legislators for OLA Conference Program. (Nan, Amy & Pat)

9a.  Put Measure 56 on CapWiz (Janet & Kate)

9b. Put information on Measure 56 in OLA Hotline. (Aletha)
Meeting dates for 2008/2009: Special Districts Office,  1-3 p,m

December 8
February 9
April 13

June 8

March 5 Legislative Day 

