OLA Legislative Committee
Monday, July 12 10-12

Oregon State Library Meeting Room (Room 102), Salem

Present: Diedre Conkling, Jim Scheppke, Pat Duke, Nan Heim, Amy Goodall, Janet Webster, Rob Everett, Abigail Elder,  Connie Anderson-Cohoon, Aletha Bonebrake, Susan Stone, Kate Gronemyer, Katie Anderson, Robert Hulshof-Schmidt, Andy Swanson
1. Review of Action Items
a. Write up tips for successful campaigns. Pat is working on merging the documents and will contact Sara for input. – Still pending

b. Monitor Broadband Committee. Aletha developed statement with input from Jim and Janet.  She sent this to Ferioli in mid June along with the results describing public libraries broadband access. 
c. Monitor law library funding - Deb sent the following from a January City Club of Salem talk by Justice DeMuniz. "Although our courthouses desperately need more attention, we also need to start thinking about whether-- in light of the progress that we are making toward a paperless justice system-- it also makes sense to ask whether each county, or even each judicial district, needs its own, stand-alone courthouse. Multi-use facility courthouses and regionalization of our judicial facilities might provide part of the answer to a problem that reached crisis proportions years ago and, I submit, should be part of a new public discussion.”
This statement indirectly raises the question of the continuing existence of or services from at least some of the county law libraries.  There are 36 county court houses and all but Multnomah, which is regulated under a separate statue which allows contracting-out to the Multnomah Bar law library, have a law library run by the county.  These are an assortment of libraries and many of them are in the court houses.  Those that are not have to be convenient to the courthouse; they all have to be available to attorneys and litigants. Since they take filing fees, they by custom or obligation serve the public.  If they consolidate or regionalize court houses, as they move toward a paperless justice system, what kind of library service might they consider substituting, if any, for what exists.  I am wondering if they are considering how this might affect the public's access to legal resources.
d. Public Records -  Janet will draft a briefing paper on the library record exemption.  - Pending
e. School Libraries – Connie contacted Ian Duncanson (chair of the OLA/OASL Joint Committee) about writing a statement about the relationship between school and public libraries.   From that, he reminded us of two documents created in the early 1990s that can serve as starting points.  The committee is meeting today (July 12th) and will discuss further.
f. School Libraries - Amy and Nan set up with Jim, Janet, Susan, Carol Dinges and Rep. Buckley after the OLA Board meeting in Ashland.  It was very productive and Buckley would like to move forward with legislation to create a task force. (See agenda item below.)
2. State Librarian’s Report
a. The State Library agency budget request will be submitted August 1.  The board agreed to a conservative budget with a 2.2 % increase.  This would maintain Ready to Read at $0.94/child.  They are submitting one policy package that is a request for about  $250,000 to preserve rapidly deteriorating state documents in the care of the State Library.  This would fund an intensive two year project to identify and treat around 7500 items needing attention.  This would be part of the assessment billed out to agencies.  Grant possibilities are being investigated as well. 
b. The Governor called for a cut in the general funds in the current budget.  This is $156,780 for the State Library. $40,793 is being cut from general operation and the rest from the Ready to Read grants.  Libraries, except the smallest who will continue to receive a $1000 minimum grant, will have a 15% reduction in the check they receive in December.  This translates into funding at $0.79/child.
c. Library Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C. was hot but successful.  The rally was well attended and Molly Raphael, ALA president-elect, stood with the Oregon contingent.  A smaller group visited all seven offices and got to personally meet with Schrader, Merkeley and Blumenauer.   Rob reported that he was well prepared to address the three key topics – the plight of school libraries, the importance of LSTA funding in Oregon, and growing momentum for open access to federally funded research.  The Committee’s issue brief on open access was distributed along with the map of LSTA projects that the State Library compiles.  Two offices expressed interest in making more of the Congressional Research Office’s research reports open access. Jim sent Janet the list of staff contacts and she will post these to the web site. 
d. Jim updated us on the Hood River situation.  The Board of Commissioners is meeting today (July 12th) to make a recommendation about the November ballot.  There is a choice between a special district and a service district with the former being preferable in our eyes.  This would allow an independent board to run the district.  The rate still is in flux.  The proposed one in May was $.70, which was considered high by many.  Decisions should be in place as of June 13th.  Outsourcing remains a possibility.
3. Early Childhood Care Council strategies (Katie Anderson)
Katie gave an update on the Early Childhood Matters Advisory Council.  In short, this will be an ongoing council.  Its first task is to work on applying for a federal grant related to the Head Start Readiness Act of 2007.  The focus is on creating a statewide infrastructure.  There are subcommittees for Early Learning, Family and Health.  Katie is on the Early Learning sub-committee.  The Council is holding public meetings next week.  Katie suggests that librarians participate in the four meetings with a focus on what they do in terms of early learning and work with local Head Start programs.  Janet and Katie will identify possible people and contact them. Katie’s handout is attached. 
4. Lobbyist Report
a. Nan and Amy are meeting with legislators and candidates.  Several races are in contention.  The Governor’s race is closer than expected.  It will be another volatile year.
b. There is talk of a special session, probably after the November election.
5. Follow up on meeting with Rep. Buckley
Amy drafted a legislative concept for a task force looking at the needs of school libraries.  We discussed it and made suggestions about the membership.  Suggested changes are to have OLA appoint two members at least one of which will be a public librarian and to expand the OUS representative to colleges and universities.  On the OUS member, we would like someone connected to libraries and teaching such as someone who teaches in an education department is preparing new teachers or someone in a community college who is aware of the needs of students coming into higher education.  Susan mentioned having someone who is involved with the 21st Century School Program.  We will also bring in resource people.  So, Nike may have someone who would be good resource on this issue.  

Next steps will be to continue to refine the draft and then give to Representative Buckley. He will work with legislative council to get submitted.  Susan will share the draft with the OLA/OASL Joint Committee for input.

6. Public Libraries Directors’ meeting September 24th (Andy Swanson)

This is the annual meeting of public library directors in Oregon.  It’s schedule for September 24th from 10-5.  Andy went through the proposed agenda.  He would like to include a report from the Legislative Committee.  We talked about what would be valuable for the directors to talk about.  Nan and Amy can come and talk about important local races.  Janet will attend and be prepared to talk about how the committee works and what issues we are tackling.  It’s an opportunity to talk about funding models and what is changing.  Diedre will be there and available to talk about changes in district law.  Janet will also talk a little about open access and school libraries.

7. Committee members and meetings for 2010/2011
Janet will work with Rob on giving those interested in serving a chance to volunteer.  We currently have two openings and have two positions that are expiring.  (Abigail after two terms has decided not to continue at this time.  Aletha will be continuing.)
8. Other Business
Jim thanked Connie for sending out Buckley’s blog post about the state of Oregon and the need for us to pull together.

9. Review of Action Items
a. Write up tips for successful campaigns. Pat is working on merging the documents and will contact Sara for input. – Still pending

b. Monitor Broadband Committee. Aleltha will continue to do this.  
c. Public Records -  Janet will draft a briefing paper on the library record exemption.  - Pending
d. School Libraries –  The OLA/OASL Committee will be proposing documents on relationships.  Connie will monitor.
e. School Libraries – Amy will send revisions to Task Force Draft to Susan for input from the OLA/OASL Committee.  
f. Early Childhood Matters Advisory Council – Janet and Katie will work to get people to attend the Council meetings. 
g. Committee membership and meetings:  Janet will work with Rob on members.  Janet will send out a notice about meeting times. 
Next Meetings:

We will be scheduling meetings every other month this next year.  Janet will send out a proposal. 
Early Childhood Matters Advisory Council

The Advisory Council was established by the governor in accordance with the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, and convened for the first time on June 1, 2010. 

The mission of the Advisory Council is to “build a comprehensive early childhood system with eight essential elements including: collaborative leadership; family partnerships; public awareness, commitment and action; cultural leadership; sustainable investments; policy and resource alignment; shared accountability for quality; and workforce capacity.”

The Advisory Council is currently working on applying for a federal grant. The grant guidelines outline the following eight goals that the application must address.

1. Conduct a periodic statewide needs assessment concerning quality and availability of early childhood education and care programs.

2. Identify opportunities for, and barriers to, collaboration and coordination among early childhood education and care programs.

3. To increase the overall participation of children in existing Federal, State, and local childhood education and care programs.

4. Establish a statewide unified data collection system for early childhood education and care programs. 

5. To develop statewide professional development and career advancement plans for early childhood educators in the State.

6. Assess the Capacity and effectiveness of institutions of higher education in the State toward supporting the development of early childhood educators, professional development, and career advancement plans.

7. Make recommendations for improvements in State early learning standards and undertake efforts to develop high-quality comprehensive learning standards.

8. To solidify the early childhood system development infrastructure.

The Early Learning Matters, Family Matters, and Health Matters subcommittees have each met twice to identify and recommend activities to accomplish the goals of the grant (listed above).  The activities have gone through three reviews and revisions by the Advisory Council and subcommittees.  

Next, the goals and activities for the grant will be presented at public meetings for feedback.  

· Tuesday, July 20, 2010 from 7:00pm-9:00pm 
Deschutes Children's Foundation
2125 NE Daggett Lane
Bend, OR 97701 
· Wednesday, July 21, 2010 from 7:00pm-9:00pm 
Lane County Head Start at Whitaker Elementary School
21 N. Grand Street
Eugene, OR 97402 
· Thursday, July 22, 2010 from 7:00pm-9:00pm Gladstone Center for Children and Families
18905 Portland Avenue
Gladstone, OR 97207 
· Interactive Webinar
Thursday, July 22, 2010
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
To register for the statewide webinar, send your email address to dawn.bonder@state.or.us You will receive a registration invitation.
Libraries should be encouraged to attend the public meetings, and to be prepared to talk about:

· The programs and services they provide to support early literacy for children 0-5 and their parents, childcare providers, and preschool teachers.

· Ready to Read Grant funds that support their early literacy activities.

· That they participated in Reading for Healthy Families (RFHF), a statewide early literacy education project that is a partnership between Healthy Start and public libraries. Describe activities they are doing as a result of participating in RFHF.

· Describe how they are currently partnering with Head Start.
The grant application due July 30th.
Summary of the ARRA Application Guidelines and Requirements
(Handout created by Heidi McGowan, Co-Chair of the Early Learning Matters Subcommittee)

The American Recover and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) made funding available to improve coordination and collaboration among early childhood education and care programs and services.  The ARRA funds will enable Oregon to develop and implement a plan established by the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care for children from birth to school entry.  

The ARRA application must include:

· The statewide strategic report addressing the responsibilities of the Council;

· A description of how the State will make effective use of the funds to create an early childhood education and care system by developing or enhancing programs and activities consistent with that report, including the activities under 642B(2)(A)

· A description of the State’s early learning standards and the State’s goals for increasing the number of children entering kindergarten ready to learn;

· The agency or joint interagency office and individual designated to carry out the activities; and

· A description of how the State plan to sustain activities beyond the grant period.  
The ARRA application must include the objectives outlines in the Head Start Act of 2007.   The application narrative format needs to address the following: 

A. Objectives and Need for Assistance 

a. Status of Early Childhood Program and Service Collaboration, Coordination and Governance

b. Status of the quality and availability of early childhood education 

c. Status of the State Early Learning Standards 

d. Status of Professional Development

e. Status of Early Childhood Data Systems 

B.  Approach 

a. Early Childhood Matters Advisory Council 

i. Structure

ii. Members & Staff

iii. Meetings

b. Goals, Objectives, Activities & Timeline for ARRA Funding

i. Periodic Needs assessment

ii. Public Hearings

c. Plans to Sustain This Work Beyond the Grant Period

