OLA Legislative Committee

September 21, 2009 - 1:00-3:00

Special Districts Office

727 Center St NE, Salem, Oregon 97310

Present: Diedre Conkling, Jim Scheppke, Deborah Dancik, Pat Duke, Amy Goddall, Nan Heim, Janet Webster, Rob Everett, Abigail Elder, Kate Gronemyer, Aletha Bonebrake, Jim Tindall, Connie Anderson

1. Introductions

Pat and Sara agreed to serve another three year term.  Deborah Dancik is replacing Cara List.  Thanks to all for serving. Rob is joining the committee as OLA’s president-elect.

2. Old Actions Items:
a. Public Records Laws Review.  Jim has not heard of any action on this.  The ACLU is following it.  Janet will check with Mary Ginnane to see if she contacted David Leith, the assistant AG.
b. Follow up on HB3091 (open access). Nan reports that this was at the request of a constituent and is not something that Cannon if pursuing.  It was focused on open government and the State Library is working on more electronic access. 
c. Broadband Advisory Committee formation. Jim didn’t see much opportunity for libraries to get involved.  Aletha will contact the League of Oregon Cities to see if she can get on as a city councilor from Baker City.
d. Draft guidelines on identity theft.  Diedre, Abigail, Janet met in July to rough out the issue and have clustered the proposed guidelines around purpose, policies, procedures and staff training.  Rob mentioned that Springfield has a policy and will forward that to the group.  We haven’t found much that is library specific out there nationwide.  Multnomah County has guidelines and Baker County Library District has some.  For the most part they are incorporated in city or county plans.  The issue of birthdates and need for encryption was raised by Corvallis-Benton County Libraries.  This one example of the unique issues of libraries.  WE will have a draft by the next meeting and Kate will work on how to format for the web.
e. 2009 update to Public Management of Libraries report. Given the recent pr around the Jackson County Libraries, we want to get an update done. The Medford Mail Tribune claims that things are almost back to normal, but we are not convinced.  Given that most public libraries throughout the state are seeing large increases in usage, Jackson County should have exceeded past usage numbers.  Jim will be getting the annual statistics in October and will summarize for the committee.  We need to have this documented in case other entities want to look to LSI for management. Connie suggested that we need to get more Jackson County librarians and library staff involved in OLA.  They are walking a line between professional involvement and their jobs.  Involvement does not have to be political but could focus on professional development.  The issues of library funding will continue.

f. PAC presence on OLA website:  The PAC information appears on the membership form.  Diedre agreed to put up a simple PAC web page.  We will link to it from the Committee page and request a link from the OLA home page. 

g. Write up tips for successful campaigns. Pat will work with the group to get a draft by the next meeting.  

3. State Librarian’s Report
The State Library Board has a committee examining Progress Board Benchmark 38 that addresses all Oregonians having library service.  They met last week and are focusing on the underserved and the unserved.  The underserved has improved with the Clackamas District measure.  The unserved remains problematic.  They are calling for a meeting of library directors through the mid/south Willamette Valley to see what new strategies may work.  Jim will send out the latest report on the benchmark.

SB 849 would have funded Newsline, a news service for the visually impaired, through a PUC surcharge account.  It died in Ways and Means.  This will come forward again in the next session.

The county law librarians submitted an LSTA grant proposal to plan means for greater cooperation.  This will probably be funded.

We discussed the Jackson County earlier. 

4. Lobbyist’s Report
The tax increases approved by the Legislature will be on the ballot in January.  It doesn’t look good.  Defend Oregon formed in the last election  and OLA supported its works on selected ballot measures.  The Committee voted to oppose the repeal of the taxes.  Janet will forward the recommendation to the Board. We may want to consider a Voters Pamphlet statement if funds are available.

OASL is disbanding its PAC.  Janet and Nan have been in touch with Carol Dinges about transferring the funds to People for Oregon Libraries.  Janet will follow up.

The Legislature is holding bimonthly hearing sessions in preparation for the February Special Session.

Nan updated us on the various moves, resignations and declarations.  It’s fundraising season and Nan and Amy are participating in many.

We voted to recommend that Senators Carter and Buckley receive the OLA Legislator of the Year Award. Senator Carter has long been a supporter of libraries throughout her career.  As the co-chair of Ways and Means, she skillfully minimized cuts to the Ready to Read Grant Program in a very difficult budget environment and was instrumental in passing the State Library's Option Package that remedied our LSTA issues. Senator Buckley championed SB2586 recognizing that school libraries are an essential element of the educational process.  He responded to OLA's and OASL's call to action and drafted effective legislation that starts a process for strategic planning.
5. Follow up on SB 2586  (School Libraries)

The bill takes effect January 1.  Mark Kay Dahlgren and Jen Maurer from the State Library will be meeting with DOE on the implementation strategy and grant timelines.  Jim will let us know who the contact will be at DOE.  We briefly discussed the need for on the ground advocacy.  We need to get OASL leadership to help figure out how to pursue the implementation.  Connie suggested using the join OLA/OASL Committee to address this.  Janet and Connie will follow up.

6. Federal Legislation tracking

Janet suggested that we could do a better job of keeping in touch with our Congressional delegation outside of ALA Legislative Day.  Rob voiced his desire for being more informed on Open Access.  Deborah pointed him to the ACRL Scholarly Communication Toolkit. Issues that we should address from an Oregon angle include Open Access, Copyright and Orphan Works, Revision/reauthorization of the Patriot Act. Deborah agreed to work on this.  Janet will ask Elaine to also work on this project.
7. Other Business

Diedre is now serving on the ALA Legislation Committee.  If any of us have ideas for issues and processes, please send them to her.
8. New Action items

· Public Records Laws Review: Janet will check with Mary Ginnane to see if she contacted David Leith, the assistant AG.
· Track Broadband Advisory Committee formation. Aletha will contact the League of Oregon Cities to see if she can get on as a city councilor from Baker City.
· Draft guidelines on identity theft. Diedre, Abigail, Janet will get draft out before the next meeting. 
· Write 2009 update to Public Management of Libraries report. (Janet)
· Compile comparative statistics on Jackson County (Jim)
· Jim will send out the latest report on the benchmark.

· Diedre will create a simple PAC website and Janet will request linkages from the OLA website. 

· Write up tips for successful campaigns. Pat is working with Aletha, Sara and Nan on a draft. 

· SB2586 follow-up: Janet will contact OASL leadership to get their input on the project.  Connie will look at the OLA/OASL Joint Committee to see if this is an appropriate venue for focused efforts.

· Federal legislation follow-up: Deborah and Elaine will work on information sheets for the Oregon delegation on copyright, Open Access and the Patriot Act revision giving the issues on Oregon angle.

Meeting Dates

November 2, 2009
February 1, 2010
May 3, 2010
