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From the Guest Editor by Paige Battle
Being a native Floridian, I will confess that the winter season in the Pacific Northwest is not
my favorite time of year. I much prefer summer (ironic when I remember that this was my
least favorite season in my home state as I spent my formative years battling humidity and the
havoc it wrought on my naturally curly hair). After living in Oregon for twenty years, though,
I have come to embrace winter as a time when I challenge myself to learn something new
and take on creative projects. This has led to both personal achievements—learning how to
develop film in a darkroom and play the guitar—as well as professional ones—starting a story
slam with student storytellers and running a Mock Printz workshop. Staying engaged in learning provides enriching
divertissement as I eagerly await the change of season.
This year I have my eye on April and the exciting professional development activities that await at the OLA Annual
Conference in Salem. The theme chosen for the conference—Thriving Together—provided the inspiration for
this issue of the Interchange as I considered how the key to successful library programs lies with collaborative
teamwork. I know I would not have the thriving program that I do without support from the members of my
team in my building, in my school district, at my branch of the public library, with the businesses in my school’s
neighborhood, and through my membership in the divisions of OLA and ALA.
Here are some of the ways I have harnessed the power of teamwork at Grant High School:
• PR for each of our events gets extra promotion through flyers designed by Grant students in an advanced Graphic
Design class. The design on the cover of this issue was created by junior Quinn McIntyre who I feel perfectly
encapsulated the directive I gave him for visualizing how teamwork can positively affect school libraries.
• Story Slam, an event inspired by The Moth where students compete by telling stories from their life around a
central theme. This event pulls in teachers (who work with students to hone their storytelling skills), members
of the local artistic community (who serve as judges), and the entire school community (who are treated to an
evening of “Amazingly True Tales”).
• Author visits, facilitated through relationships with booksellers, publishers, and Literary Arts’ Youth Programs,
inspire students to read diversely and engage in dialogue with writers about their craft.
• Stories and Savories, an annual library fundraiser, affords parents, teachers, librarians, and literary enthusiasts the
chance to spend an evening with a local author.
• 8TH grade feeder school visits/Summer Reading Program promotion, has become an annual collaboration with
Hollywood youth librarian Danielle Jones as we visit every 8TH grader in the Grant High School cluster to
encourage participation in Multnomah County Library’s Summer Reading Program and offer advice on how to
navigate high school/libraries.
• Half Blood Printzes, a book group that meets monthly at the Hollywood Library to discuss books published in
the current year that may be considered examples of literary excellence for readers ages 12–18 and are possible
nominees for YALSA’s Printz Award.
• Portland Community College’s Dual Credit Program, an opportunity for students to earn college credit while still
in high school. This year I have been teaching a Teens and Children’s Literature course and have been so fortunate
to have guest speakers take time out of their schedules to discuss their work on various award committees
(Newbery, Caldecott, Morris, Excellence in Nonfiction, Printz) with my students.
The articles in this issue focus on ways to build a library team and what can be accomplished when you utilize
the power of teamwork. Grace Butler, with an excellent example of a double entendre, offers advice on building
relationships—whether you are new to a building or you are welcoming a teacher new to collaborating with a
teacher librarian. Working with the youth librarian whose public library branch serves many of her students, Nancy
Sullivan gives an extensive overview about incorporating audiobook resources into her work with English classes.
Laurie Nordahl and Gregory Taylor (a teammate I gained through work I have done with YALSA) share stories of
what can be achieved when working with public librarians as well as local business groups. Linda Campillo
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From the Guest Editor continued…
encourages us to bring new members to our OASL team while Anne Urban shows the work our current team
members are doing by providing input to the Oregon Department of Education on the impact on student
achievement that strong school library programs can have. Finally, OLA President Elsa Loftis reminds us that
OASL is an invaluable part of the OLA team, and Sonja Somerville shares how teamwork helped secure Maggie
Stiefvater for an author event that will serve as a bridge for an extra day of OLA conference sessions created for
librarians who work specifically with children and youth. Way to go, team!
As I used to chant in my high school cheerleading days, “Teamwork makes the dream work!”
Paige Battle is the 2016–2017 OASL President Elect and the teacher librarian at Grant High School in Portland,
OR. Her musical inspiration while writing this letter was The Rolling Stones—Blue and Lonesome, accessed
through Hoopla. Paige can be reached at pbattle@pps.net and shares library news at
https://sites.google.com/site/granthslibrary/ and on Twitter @Grant_Library and Instagram@u.s.granthighschoollibrary

From the President’s Device: Collaborating and Thriving
by Peggy Christensen

Collaboration is the art of working together to achieve goals that are mutually beneficial.
Making things work lies not so much in our individual ability to move things forward, but
in our collective capacity to network with others so we can all progress. When we share
our best with colleagues, their best is often what they give back. I have found this to be
true throughout my professional career. And I have always been grateful that I picked a
profession that allowed me to work with other specialists in order to improve learning for
our students. That’s the part of the job I’ve loved the most. To be sure, there have been
people and moments when I didn’t feel the love, but that is to be expected.
One of the beauties about being the school librarian is we work with everyone.That reality makes all of us
uniquely positioned to construct an agenda of what we want to do with our immense classroom, then proceed
to make it happen. I don’t need to tell you no matter who you are or where you work, the teacher to student
ratio is daunting, and there is not enough time to learn it all, let alone teach it. But luckily, one area where the
successful school librarian excels is in the art of collaborative networking. That ability makes the impossible
begin to look doable, and assures us that by working together we can learn, inform, teach, share, and advise.
Those of us in OASL who have journeyed beyond membership into committee and leadership roles have
gotten to experience the rewards of collaborative networking. And the rewards have been personal as well as
professional. The chance many of us had to work with the Oregon Education Association this summer resulted
not only in a collaboration about the benefits to students of having well-staffed libraries in our schools, it
helped to underscore the reality revealed in the title, “Silence is Not the Answer” (OEA Today, p. 31).
OASL has people in leadership and advocacy roles collaborative networking with the OLA leadership and
John Chrastka of EveryLibrary. Together they made an appeal to the Oregon Department of Education
regarding the issue of federal funding for school libraries in the Every Student Succeeds Act. A lot has already
been done on this front and a lot is still going on. (Just check out our website to see other examples.)
The Grade Level Indicators committee is working with librarians throughout the state who represent grades
from elementary through community college. Librarians from both public and private schools are involved in
this effort. The Oregon Strong School Library Rubric committee is working to create yet one more resource to
share—not only with our membership—but with school administrators and the ODE.
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Collaborating and Thiving continued…
The wonderful talent in Bend recently produced a spectacular conference; the dynamic people who are now in
the throes of Oregon Battle of the Books, Oregon Readers’ Choice Awards, and the Beverly Cleary Children’s
Choice Awards; the OASL Board; the 2017 OASL conference committee; the legislative committee and…on
and on it goes …these people are synergistically collaborating to make learning for our children and the life of
the school librarian stronger, richer, and more effective.
I must say the one collaborative piece that has both public and school librarians as well as library support staff
all over the state abuzz with excitement is the joint conference between the OLA and the OASL membership
scheduled for April 19–22, 2017. The theme is Thriving Together. Indeed we are.
Enjoy the articles in this issue of the Interchange. Learn more about the art of collaboration and how it enriched
and changed the lives of people who dared to reach out as well as those who responded by giving back.
Peggy Christensen is the 2016–2017 OASL President and the recently retired teacher-librarian at Marshfield
High School in Coos Bay, Oregon. She continues to serve as the District Librarian for Coos Bay Schools. She
can be reached at peggyc@coos-bay.k12.or.us
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Building Relationships by Grace Butler
When Paige asked if I would be interested in writing an article about building relationships,
my first thought was, “Why me?” But as someone who has started over four times, three
of them in the last five years, I thought, “Maybe I do have something to share.”
My first job was in Beaverton, beginning in 2003. I landed a job at an elementary school
that hadn’t had a teacher librarian for several years, the only school in that situation. I
was excited to begin my new career and start a new program. When I was hired, the
paraprofessional who had been running the library was laid off. Right before school started,
my principal came by to let me know that she had been hired back to be my assistant. I took a deep breath;
and when we met to talk, I found a gracious partner who was close to my own age and willing to make things
work. Communication, patience, some rocky moments, and a friendship that has lasted to this day were the
results. My first tip, then, is to find common life experiences and be willing to compromise.
I was fresh out of the PSU endorsement program and was ready to get in there and collaborate. Of course, the
teaching staff would all be thrilled with the idea, and life would be rainbows and roses. What I discovered
was some interest, and a lot of silence. It took time and patient effort to build relationships with my teaching
colleagues, although some never did buy in. Here are some strategies that worked for me:
• Identify the teachers who are willing to play. They are often someone your own age, someone new who
needs some support, or a veteran who feels comfortable with their own teaching. Eat lunch in the staff room,
sit with different people at staff meetings. Visit classrooms, ask for insight on particular students. Don’t let
the closed doors get your down.
• Join committees: I found RTI (Response to Intervention) a great fit, because I found out which of our
students needed support, and they got the POV of someone who saw every student in the school in a
different setting.
• Learn the curriculum. This is a challenge if you’re providing common plan time coverage. A well-respected
teacher librarian I knew talked about digging through the recycling bin by the copy machine to find out what
was happening in the classrooms when she was first starting out. If you can get your hands on grade level
curriculum maps, consider making a basic master map that shows what all of the levels are studying each
month. This was great information for choosing materials and sharing resources, coming up with offers to
help (collaboration!) and was welcomed by my principals and other specialists. Create a teacher resource
page if you have a library website.
• If you have finished a successful collaborative project, see if you can share it at a staff meeting. At one of
my schools, we moved the meetings around between classrooms. Sharing what each class had been working
on was a good forum.
• Support staff development. Bring in speakers, share PD opportunities that you’ve heard about, present
something useful at staff meetings. Share resources, but judiciously. Invite colleagues to conferences and PD
that you’re attending, including OASL.
• Be liberal with thanks, appreciations, and treats.
Relationships with students come more easily if your space is open and welcoming. Besides book groups and
OBOB, see if you can have a library that’s open during lunch recess. I always have more work than I have
time for, but I try to use that time to sit down and play a game or do a puzzle with the kids that get passes.
Word spreads, and the library becomes a hot commodity. Display student work. At the beginning of the year, I
have students find a nonfiction book about something they’re interested in, write the call number on the back
of a 4" x 4" square, and draw a picture that shows what the book is about. I hang them above the matching
shelves for the whole year. Ask students to recommend books to buy; I keep a fish bowl on the counter. Find
out about their families, who their siblings are, what their outside interests are. I’ve cracked some tough third
grade boys because I can talk with some knowledge about the Trailblazers.
continued…
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Building Relationships continued…
I became a librarian in part because I loved volunteering in my kids’ school libraries. Invite parents in for
coffee and treats, and train them to do whatever jobs you feel comfortable handing over. I was lucky in
Beaverton, after my assistant moved on and I was left without one, to have my very own volunteer coordinator
and a corps of efficient and skilled helpers who made it possible for me to continue to focus on teaching and
readers’ advisory on checkout days. Create a web page for them, too, with suggestions for reading and finding
good resources.
Love your custodians and secretaries. See thanks, appreciations and treats above.
And last, don’t forget your librarian colleagues. If your district has monthly meetings, go. Attend conferences.
Consider joining the OASL board. Reach out to your partners at the local public library, and find out what
resources and professional development they’re offering. I’ve really enjoyed the OLA mock award sessions
I’ve attended, and the summer book talks through Multnomah County Library.
Since leaving Beaverton after nine wonderful years in one school, I am starting my third, and hopefully last
and lasting, new position. So here I am, building relationships again. Be patient if you’re building your own,
and good luck to you. They will happen!
Grace Butler is the Teacher Librarian at Whitman School in the Portland School District. She can be reached
at gbutler@pps.net.

Listen. Youth Librarians Rock. by Nancy Sullivan
I had an idea and I needed help. Many of our students read far below grade level when they
arrive at Madison High School. A strategy that many of our Language Arts teachers use to
support accelerating reading development is to encourage students to listen to audiobooks
as they read along in the print version of an engaging (and maybe a bit challenging) book
of their choosing during SSR (Sustained Silent Reading). In one of the few studies of this
theory, findings show that struggling readers’ use of audiobooks has a positive impact on
reading skills and attitudes toward reading (Whittingham).
We have a number of Playaways available for checkout with accompanying print versions of popular books
but, as you can imagine, by necessity of a small materials budget, the selection is not anywhere near where it
should be to support this effort. That is where my idea came in…
I asked the youth librarian at my nearest Multnomah County Library branch to come over and show Madison
freshmen how to download and use Overdrive to listen to audiobooks on their devices. I was hoping she
would actually assist students in accessing the Multnomah County Library website, downloading Overdrive,
checking out an audiobook, downloading, and opening/playing the file. This is the assistance my students
actually need and I wish I had time to do this, but, alas, I struggle to implement all of the dreams I have
for my program. It is also good for students to know their “other” librarian! I thought Karen McElravy,
Youth Librarian at nearby Gregory Heights, might be willing. I knew she was game to “push in” as we had
collaborated on a few projects and she had done booktalks and presentations in our classrooms in the past. I
approached Karen and, thank goodness, she agreed.
We decided that to do it right she would actually need to visit classrooms twice:
once to get everyone who needed a library card signed up and once to implement
the “download and use” lesson. So, Day One was a short talk about why high
school students need a library card, which students will need to apply for a
replacement (or original) card, and then have those who need to fill out a form.
Karen looked them over right then, while they were in front of her, and even
handed students their shiny new cards in the moment. Day Two was the “How to
Download and Listen to an Audiobook” presentation.
continued…
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Youth Librarians continued…
I created a grid for day one visits and left it up to Karen and
individual classroom teachers to schedule day two. I had to cover
one of the classes, but that was nothing compared to the amount
of time I would have had to devote if Karen had not been willing
to collaborate on this project with me.
On day two, Karen demonstrated the process to access Overdrive,
first for browsers, then for mobile devices. It was important
to show both platforms as some of our students use laptops or
Chromebooks and most students have a smart phone. How they
prefer to access the audiobook files varies from student to student.
She also handed out a sheet with instructions and they had time
to complete the process themselves while Karen was there to
assist individuals who got stuck or had technical issues. The
process was pretty smooth for the most part. It was fun when the
spontaneous booktalking and sharing recommendations erupted
while students were deciding which titles to search for and
download.
I hope we can continue to provide support for this useful process
to incoming students in the future. Teachers have just started to
incorporate this option into their classroom routines and reading
recommendations. I can support the stragglers who were absent or
somehow missed or forgot the complete instructions, and with a
critical mass of students having been trained, they can help each
other. There are so many amazing audiobooks available from
the public library that I now have another very rich literature
promotion angle to use during reader’s advisory. I’m also looking
at using my limited materials funds in ways that make the most of
our access to these resources through the public library.
Students might sometimes say that they hate audiobooks
(unfortunately, this did happen while Karen was here helping us),
but I know that they appreciate the information and instruction
even though they might not know it consciously or immediately
or be able to articulate it. I was able to see one of the classes
Karen visited later in the day and they really did think it was cool
that they had audiobooks on their phones.
… Then we did the Mannequin Challenge:
https://youtu.be/Jjpw2_qeMls.
Whittingham, Jeff; Huffman, Stephanie; Christensen, Rob; and
McAllister, Tracy. 2013. “Use of Audiobooks in a School 		
Library and Positive Effects of Struggling Readers’ 			
Participation in a Library-Sponsored Audiobook Club.” 		
American Association of School Librarians.
Karen McElravy is the youth librarian at the Multnomah County
Library Gregory Heights branch and can be reached by email at
karenmm@multcolib.org.
Nancy Sullivan is the teacher-librarian at Madison High School
in Portland Public Schools and can be reached by email at
nsulliva@pps.net.

Information for Students—Day 1
Library cards! Why get one? You’ll need it for
upcoming assignments and throughout high
school. There’s fun stuff beyond school like
streaming music and movies available with
a library card. Fun Fact: Property tax dollars
have already paid for this service—an average
of $90 per person in Multnomah County—so
take advantage of it.
Students need to fill out a library card
application if:
1. they have physically lost their library card
and do not remember the number
2. they have not used their library card in three
years
3. they have never had a library card
If you have your card but you’ve forgotten
your PIN, there is a password reset link when
you login on the website (multcolib.org—on
the back of your library card).
Applications need to be complete and legible
with a real name and correct home address.
Multnomah County Library will send a
postcard to your house. If it comes back as a
bad address, your card will be blocked until
you get your address cleared up.
Library cards are for you and you only—
please do not share with friends and family
because you are responsible for everything
that’s checked out on your card, even if you
personally did not check it out. Therefore, let
the library know if your card is lost or stolen.
It’s free to get a library card, free to replace it,
free to check out books, and no overdue fines
for anyone under 18 — new since June 2016!
If a book is four weeks overdue, the library
will charge you for the item. Bring back the
item and the charges disappear. If you get
into truly deep waters with library charges
due to a crisis in your life (fire, disaster,
hospitalization, foster care placement), the
library will work with you. It is our mission to
help people use the library.
Library materials check out for three weeks.
They can be checked out or returned to
any Multnomah County Library—any of the
nineteen branches or Central. If the material
you want is not on the shelf, we can get it
from another library. In the library we have
Internet computers, Chromebooks to check
out for two hours and use in the library (Now
available to teens! Without ID!), free Wi-Fi,
and printing for 10 cents a page.
If you never set foot in a physical public
library building you can still use the library
through our website. The great news is you
need not worry about losing electronic items
or being overdue—the process of return is
automatic. You will access articles and books
via databases throughout your high school
career.
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The Power of Collaboration by Gregory Taylor
Life can be lonely as a school librarian.
Oh, sure; kids flood the library before school, at midmorning break, and during lunchtimes.
The building is bursting with fun and interesting staff members. But when departments
meet, or it’s time to collaborate with mirror teachers or grade-level partners? I’m all alone.
In November 2010, I attended YALSA’s YA Literature Symposium in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. I’d attended other national and regional conferences, but this one was different. It
was a “Three Bears” kind of experience: not too big, not too small; neither too long nor too
short—everything was just right. And best of all, everyone there was intensely interested in my favorite topic:
Young Adult Literature. I met school librarians, public librarians, authors—and we talked about YA Lit all
weekend long. I met Robin from Boston and Emily from Oklahoma, two librarians who have become lasting
friends. We continue to meet up at conferences whenever we can.
Back home, I looked for the same kinds of connections. As an English teacher, I’d felt connected to my
colleagues and my profession. Once I became a librarian, those connections were harder to find. There were
fewer of us.
My friend Mary Karol is a junior high librarian across town. We first met as new English teachers in our
school District, and several years later, both of us made the switch to the library. We had always enjoyed
comparing lessons, discussing YA books, and sharing stories. I told Mary Karol about my experiences at the
Lit Symposium, and we started making plans right then to attend the next one together.
Mary Karol told me she had another plan in mind. She wanted to start a city-wide book club for teens. She
was hoping I might want to help her get it started. She asked if I knew Jen, the new Teen Services librarian at
Boise Public. I had met Jen, but didn’t really know her. Mary Karol thought that the three of us could work
together to get things rolling.
So we started talking. Pragmatic details, wild dreams, ambitious timelines, mundane specifics—the
conversations zoomed all over the place. How many kids could we reasonably expect? Could we get t-shirts?
Would the other school librarians in town help us advertise it? Could we be a Teens’ Top Ten group one day?
By September 2011, we had ironed out just enough details to send out some flyers, order some pizza, and cross
our fingers. We had about 15 kids show up to that first meeting, and five years later we’re still going strong.
Some of our charter members who were 7TH graders when we started are high school seniors now, and still
attending the Boise Bookmarks. We’ve talked about a lot of books, eaten way too much candy and Cheez-its,
and laughed a lot. We’ve also nominated titles for the Pacific Northwest Library Association’s Young Readers’
Choice awards and tried to predict winners for all the major teen book awards and lists.
Jen wanted to get out into the schools more often, so she began a program called Books & Bites. About once
a month she would head out to Mary Karol’s school with a bag of books. Kids got to eat their lunches in the
library when Jen visited, and Jen would share her high-interest, high-energy book talks with the students.
Sometimes those same books were available right there in Mary Karol’s library. Sometimes kids would need
to use the public library to get their hands on certain titles. It was a perfect way to promote both libraries, their
programs, and their collections. Eventually Jen expanded the program to other parts of town, and now my
students benefit from Jen’s visits, too.
Sometimes Jen worked with a new local bookstore to bring in authors or provide a bookseller’s table at
public library events. Some of the school librarians started shopping there, especially once Laura, one of the
employees, started to specialize in YA and specifically helping the schools with our orders.
Rediscovered Bookshop wisely made this an official position, and when YA and children’s authors came to
town for an event at the bookstore or the public library, Laura helped get the authors out to our schools as well.
Thanks to our collaboration with Rediscovered Books, my junior high school library has hosted visits from
Victoria Schwab, Kenneth Oppel, Andrew Smith, and others.
continued…
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Collaboration continued…
One day at the bookstore I ran into Gena, a librarian in a neighboring school district, and we had a great
conversation. I had met Gena at a few librarian events, but we didn’t know each other well. It was fun to
compare notes and shopping lists.
The next summer we were both asked to be mentors at a workshop for new school librarians sponsored by the
Idaho Commission for Libraries. When one of the participants mentioned that she knew her small library in an
alternative high school needed weeding but she was afraid to tackle it herself, Gena and I agreed to help out.
The next week we took a road trip to Twin Falls, about 130 miles away, and spent a day weeding with our new
friend. Gena and I certainly knew each other a lot better after that day.
Heidi, one of Jen’s colleagues at the public library, was expanding the Books & Bites concept even beyond
the borders of Boise. While Jen was visiting my school, Mary Karol’s library, and a few other nearby schools,
Heidi was heading out to Gena’s high school library and others.
Six years after I made that solitary trip to the YA Lit Symposium in Albuquerque, I found myself at YALSA’s
2016 YA Services Symposium in Portland. This time I was not alone. Several other Boise librarians, both
school and public, had also made the trip. Emily from Oklahoma and Robin from Boston were there. And I
was about to present a panel discussion with Jen, Mary Karol, Laura, Gena, and Heidi.
We talked about the connections we’d made with one another over the years. We shared how we had
benefitted from each other’s services and knowhow. We marveled at the exciting synergy and serendipitous
circumstances that arise when teacher librarians, public librarians, and booksellers work together.
We chose to see each other as partners in promotion rather than isolated players in competition. Everyone wins
—especially the kids—when we band together to lift up a love of literacy.
If you’re feeling lonely, reach out. Find your kindred souls wherever they may be, and together you can do
more. That’s the power of collaboration.
Gregory Taylor is the teacher librarian at Hillside Junior High School in Boise, Idaho. He is a member of
ALA and YALSA, and served on the 2016 William C. Morris award selection committee. Gregory is a fan of
Shakespeare, Disneyland, gin & tonics, and YA literature. He can be reached at gregory.taylor@boiseschools.org.

Some Team! by Laurie Nordahl
When I think about teamwork, there are many facets that come to mind in my library world.
Of course, I have the most immediate team which is my assistant, my building colleagues and
administration. From that center, the web spins outward to help sustain my library program.
I have been fortunate to work with a partner librarian in our neighboring town, who also spins
a library web. Our cities are so close to one another, it is like one big town. Sure, there may
be athletic rivalries, but the libraries are far from rivals and the librarians, sisters at heart.
One of the web’s radial lines for my library world is the partnership I have with my
public library. Initially, the web’s first threads were spun by personal visits to the public library with selfintroductions to the library director. From there, occasional visits to attend library events afforded great
opportunity for deeper conversation. A pivotal visit for me was attending the celebration of our public library’s
expansion and renovation which included a personal tour from our library director.
Weaving continued after I accepted a larger role (and made a well-invested time commitment) of serving on
the public library board. From that experience, the public library and school library partnership web expanded
with greater awareness of what needs existed for serving the youth of our community and how each library
uniquely served those needs. When the public library, which is a county-wide system, brought in authors
for the Oregon Book Awards tour, our library director suggested the possibility for an author to visit the high
continued…
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Some Team! continued…
school; I enthusiastically accepted! Authors who visited our community for a program entitled Title Wave (a
community reads program) were also scheduled to visit one of the schools in our area. These opportunities
provided a way to get to know not only the library director but the assistant director and many of the public
library staff as well.
As web weavers, the connections my sister librarian and I made with each of our public libraries provided
a collaborative opportunity to hold a friendly Battle of the Books competition with teams from both of our
schools. Our public libraries support this yearly effort by hosting and staffing the event. And who did they get
to serve as judges? Why, both the local mayors, of course! And the moderator? A former television anchor, who
now is a staff writer for the local paper. The timekeepers and scorekeepers are public library staff—what a
great event that shows our students how the adults in our community can partner to support them.
Similarly, threads were woven by making connections with others in our community. Our local bookseller
offers our schools nice discounts because we are frequent customers. When we had the chance to bring in an
author to our elementary and middle schools, the bookseller worked with us to pre-order and provide books
for students to purchase and have signed. The mayor of our city was a former teacher at our high school and
frequently substitute teaches, so he is very supportive of our students and events. Our school superintendent
happens to be the former vice-principal of my high school. I have maintained a close connection to him which
helps keep libraries and our issues on his radar.
When the need came to step up and host the 2015 OASL Fall Conference, the stage had been set. My sister
librarian and I used the webs we had spun around our towns to muster a great deal of community support for
our conference. The friends of the public libraries provided funds to help bring an author to town, as local
school visits would benefit their youngest patrons. Superintendents of each school district matched the public
library friends’ funding. Our local bookseller worked with us to provide books for the conference. Local
grants were pursued to see if we could garner any monetary support and led to one of our local banks making
a contribution. We worked closely with a local graphic artist and local Native American Indian tribe; the
symbiosis resulted in minimal costs and a small profit margin. Superintendents and mayors were invited to
attend conference events, with the superintendent from one district and the mayor from the other town taking
us up on the invitation.
While the conference has come and gone and my sister librarian has retired, I still strive to maintain a web of
relationships with local businesses and libraries. I am excited to get to know the new librarian across town
and have recently forged new relationships with our youngest public librarian, who is charged with serving
the youth in our community. She has been visiting the high school to meet with a specific group of student
advisors. The group’s first suggestion was to start a book club at the public library which would complement
the book club held at the high school. The school club’s focus is on classic literature, whereas the public library
club’s focus is on popular fiction. The beginnings of these new threads indicate the web will grow and get even
stronger.
My web is ever-changing. There have been personnel changes, new events, and evolving programs, but one
thing is certain: teamwork is the best way to accomplish great things for our students. Sometimes all it takes is
a few conversations with local business folks, dignitaries, or service staff in your community to begin weaving
a web of relationships, programs and support for the students we serve.
Laurie Nordahl is a personal book matchmaker/teacher librarian at North Bend High School as well as the
district librarian. She can be reached at lnordahl.nbend.k12.or.us.
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Time to Lean in: Assure No Library is Left Behind by Linda Campillo
We have to work diligently together to keep all libraries thriving and our doors open widely.
We may have to make some changes to align ourselves with success, but we can do it.
“It’s up to us to leave no library behind,” said Donna Scheeder, president of the International
Federation of Library Association and Institutes. A popular opinion is sweeping the world,
she added, that since we have the Internet, libraries are becoming obsolete. We need to
position our libraries and ourselves for success, she said as she welcomed attendees to the
IFLA pre-conference at the Library of Congress in August.
I had the opportunity to attend the conference, and Scheeder’s welcoming remarks left me pondering and
energized to take action. She talked about how people gain images of what a library has to offer from the
minute they walk in the door. Library users are looking for what is being provided in the building so it’s
important to create “information environments.” Scheeder spoke to an array of librarians and associates from
public, college, and university libraries and parliamentary libraries from a wide variety of countries.
A year ago, Scheeder issued a call to action to the international library organization to build a change agenda
with the emphasis being to create the changes ourselves to provide 21ST century knowledge before changes
are imposed upon us. I think the areas she talked about also have implications for K-12 school libraries as
members and beacons of the community. As she spoke at the conference, she focused on four main areas of
concentration for positioning libraries for excellence. The areas identified in the IFLA strategic plan include:
libraries in society, information and knowledge, cultural heritage, and building capacity.
Libraries in society addresses empowering the library sector to build literate, informed and participative
societies, Scheeder explained. All of us in school libraries in Oregon are laying the foundation for building a
literate, informed and engaged group of future participants in our democracy. We do this work every day as
we teach and work with students in our respective schools. I know that all of us are teaching the information
literacy and critical thinking skills students will need to make decisions that will benefit their lives in the future.
As members of OASL, we can and do support each other in these efforts.
In regard to information and knowledge, Scheeder talked about libraries acting as community assets to help
achieve the United Nations 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. While this may seem to be a lofty goal
for school libraries, it really centers on much of what we teach and basically involves the crucial access to
information. The IFLA is working to promote equitable access to information and knowledge in any format
and in any place. Equitable access is paramount for school libraries, and we’re lucky to have OSLIS as one
portal to equitable access for research for all Oregon schools. In addition, as school teacher-librarians, we not
only provide access to information, but we also teach students how to evaluate the source of the information
and analyze the content to create knowledge.
Maintaining cultural heritage through conservation and preservation is another important function of libraries.
As school librarians, we teach students about the cultural heritage of their communities and the state of Oregon.
We can also act as preservers of local history for our school communities. We now have the capability to
electronically scan items and create digital files for future populations. We have websites where we can share
information from school to school, district to district and throughout the state. Once again, through OASL we
are able to share some of these ideas.
Building capacity is one of the things Scheeder highlighted at the end of her talk as tantamount for raising the
voices of librarians and library representatives around the globe. We must develop an advocacy agenda that
promotes libraries as key players in all aspects of our societies, she said. School libraries fit into this picture
as key players in all aspects of our respective communities. In our schools, we coordinate literacy events
that include the entire student body, and these activities heighten our visibility. In our communities, we can
partner with other school librarians and public librarians to offer more resources and literary information to our
students. We can also expose students to authors and author events to heighten their interest in contemporary
literature.
continued…
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Time to Lean In continued…
And just as IFLA is building capacity, we also need to build capacity as members of OASL. If each one of us
pledges to bring one new member into OASL, we will have a stronger voice to raise and assure no library gets
left behind. Let’s join hands, lean in and increase our numbers so we can all thrive together.

2017.ifla.org
Linda Campillo is the certified teacher-librarian at Wilson High School in Portland as well as the secondary
representative on the OASL board. She can be reached at lcampillo@pps.net.

The New Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and School Libraries
in Oregon by Anne Urban
In December 2015, Congress approved the “Every Student Succeeds Act” known as ESSA,
replacing No Child Left Behind (NCLB). Both ESSA and NCLB are versions of the federal
Elementary and Secondary Education Act legislation that is the largest source of federal
funding for education.
ESSA brings many changes to the world of education, including new opportunities for
school libraries. In the big picture, one of the most important changes is that states will have
more flexibility in how funds are used to achieve state and local goals. The new ESSA:
• Still requires annual testing in grades 3–8 and once in high school;
• Still requires a focus on closing the achievement gap with a focus on the lowest-performing 5% of schools;
• Provides states with more flexibility in accountability measures and interventions for low-achieving schools;
• Allows states the option to reject or adapt teacher evaluations based on student test scores;
• Requires states to look at additional measures of school quality;
• Most provisions will take effect in the 2017–2018 school year.
So how does the new ESSA support school libraries?
School libraries and school librarians are specifically included in the new ESSA, and understanding how and
where we fit in is the first step in making it happen.
• School librarians are specifically included in the definition of specialized instructional support personnel and
professional development requirements;
• States and local school districts are authorized to use funds to support or develop instructional services
provided by effective school library programs;
• Local school districts are authorized to support access to technology and school library programs and grants
may be used to support extended hours in the library;
• School libraries are specifically addressed in developing digital literacy and academic achievement.
States and local school districts must develop their (Title 1) plans with “timely and meaningful consultation
with” teachers, principals and other stakeholders, including “specialized instructional support personnel,”
defined under ESSA as specifically including school librarians.
continued…
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ESSA is the largest source of federal funding in education, including these specific areas which may now
include support for school libraries:
• Title I—the largest source of funding targeted to students in poverty
Districts must include librarians in planning for these funds
Districts may now use funds to support school library programs, including staffing, books, and technology
• Title IIA—Teacher and principal quality
School librarians are eligible for professional development support
Strong school library programs include job-embedded PD to improve instruction
• Title IIB—LEARN and IAL competitive grant programs
funds can also be used to support collaborative planning time
• Title IVA—New Program! Student Support and Academic Enrichment (Technology Planning and Integration)
Districts may develop personalized rigorous learning programs supported by technology, which may include
adequate access to school libraries;
May be used for professional development to support technology integration;
School librarians must be included in the planning process and in professional development activities;
A required triennial needs-assessment process, which may include access to school libraries.
Although school libraries are included in ESSA, they are not defined—that is left to the states. ESSA also
does not define the term “school librarian” (though this was defined as a certified or licensed teacher-librarian
in the original SKILLS act which was incorporated into the ESSA). ESSA requires states to define an
“Effective School Library Program,” and specifically mentions that effective school library programs provide
opportunities to gain digital literacy skills and improve academic achievement.
Also, ESSA authorizes, but does not require states or local districts to include school library programs in
their plans, although state and local education agencies “must develop their (Title 1) plans with “timely and
meaningful consultation with” teachers, principals and other stakeholders, including “specialized instructional
support personnel” which is defined under ESSA as specifically including school librarians.
What’s happening with ESSA in Oregon?
The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) is charged with developing the plan to implement ESSA to meet
state and local needs. That process is underway now. In the spring of 2016, ODE held a number of community
forums across the state and convened an advisory committee to help guide the work. ODE also assembled
workgroups to develop implementation plans in the three areas required by ESSA: Accountability, Standards
and Assessment, and School and District Improvement. ODE added a fourth area: Educator Effectiveness. For
more information on the ODE ESSA planning process, visit the ODE ESSA website. ODE is now in the process
of soliciting feedback on their draft plan, and has scheduled another series of community forums across the
state, beginning in late November 2016. The final plan will be presented to the State Board of Education for
approval before being submitted in March 2017 to the U.S. Department of Education.
What has OASL been doing to advocate for school libraries under ESSA here in Oregon?
OASL representatives are in productive conversation with ODE about how school libraries support academic
achievement and how we fit into the education landscape under ESSA:
• ODE and OASL co-presented a workshop, School Libraries and the “Every Student Succeeds Act;” What’s
New and How to Be Ready at the OASL Fall Conference in Bend, OR in October of 2016. The workshop
generated suggestions for ODE to incorporate into the Oregon ESSA Implementation Plan, and also included
suggestions on how ODE could support school libraries;
• OASL is currently developing a Strong School Library Program Rubric to help evaluate school library programs
and serve as a planning guide for teacher-librarians, principals, and other stakeholders and policy-makers. This
also supports ESSA, since defining an effective school library program is assigned to states under ESSA;
continued…
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• OASL and Oregon Library Association (OLA) representatives worked together with the EveryLibrary
organization to develop a policy memo to be formally presented to ODE for inclusion into the Oregon’s ESSA
plan;
• Finally, OASL President Peggy Christensen plans to offer OASL members additional opportunities to
provide input on the ODE ESSA plan, so be alert for more communication soon which will include the
policy memo from above and ways to speak up for school libraries
What can I do to advocate for strong school libraries?
Since most provisions of ESSA will not take effect until SY 2017–2018, the time to build our case is now.
In your community, attend the ODE community forum nearest you to make the case for school libraries.
Bring students and parents if possible—other programs have done this to help make their voice heard.
In your district, get to know your district’s Federal Program Director and Technology Director to ensure
you are “meaningfully included” in the Title 1 planning & application process. Remember to keep your
comments focused on how the school library supports the school and student academic achievement and
how additional resources would help you to achieve school and district goals.
In your school, try to share with your principal what a high quality school library program could contribute
to school and student success;
Develop a few talking points by looking at the OASL policy memo or other sources like Scholastic’s School
Libraries Work! You should strive to:
• Stay positive and focused on how high quality school libraries contribute to school and student academic
success;
• Communicate how effective school library programs empower the development of digital literacy skills and
support personalized learning;
• Articulate how teacher-librarians and school libraries fit into district improvement plans and funding
priorities;
• Articulate how a strong school library makes a positive difference.
Sources and Links
Stay informed with the “ESSA Landing Page” from the American Association of School Libraries (AASL)
http://essa.aasl.org/
Stay up to date with ESSA in Oregon on the Oregon Department of Education
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=399
Find out about the work of Every Library supporting school libraries and state school library associations in
ESSA http://everylibrary.org/essa-policy-work-states/
Find the latest research on how school libraries impact academic achievement at Scholastic report “School
Libraries Work!” at http://www.scholastic.com/slw2016/
Get a general overview of ESSA
http://www.edweek.org/ew/issues/every-student-succeeds-act/index.html?content-exlaineressa
Anne Urban serves as the District Librarian for the Three Rivers School District in Josephine County. She
has been an OASL member since her arrival in Oregon in September 2015 and is passionate about school
libraries and what they can do for students, schools, and communities. She can be reached at
anne.urban@threerivers.k12.or.us

Winter 2017

17

“Thriving Together” at Our Oregon Library Association
Conference by Elsa Loftis
The annual conferences of the Oregon Library Association have always been the highlight
of the conference-year for me personally, because it’s all about what’s going on in Oregon
and in so many different kinds of libraries. This year, in a stroke of good fortune, we get to
combine the spring regional meetings of the Oregon Association of School Libraries with
the larger OLA program. I say fortune, but it is really the result of thoughtful coordination,
and something that the leadership of OLA and OASL have been hoping to do for some time.
I’m thrilled that this is the year we’ll be together, and can truly say it is our conference,
because it includes all members.
There have been challenges. It’s a big step to overcome logistics and combine the rich content of an OASL
conference to the OLA offerings this year. The aforementioned logistics included the fact that many people
working in school libraries cannot attend a weekday event outside of work. So, a Saturday program was added.
Then we asked ourselves the question: how do we, as the larger (sometimes seemingly amorphous) association
ensure that school library workers find value in attending? Well, representatives from all OLA units, including
of course OASL, participate in the Conference Committee, and perhaps most importantly, the Program
Committee--selecting the events and programs that will be made available to all attendees. We’ve gotten strong
support from the leadership of OASL as well as our other units to provide content for this conference that will
be, I hope, inspiring and educational to library workers in schools, public libraries, special libraries, academic
libraries, and allied supporters of learning.
Now what? How will this new Saturday feel? One thing we know; we will all be
first-time attendees. I think back to how I felt at my first OLA conference some years
ago. I was newly out of library school, and had recently moved back to Oregon (I am
an Oregonian, but had gone to the East Coast for a couple years for library school). I
was nervous about my first conference, a feeling that many of us can recall, I’m sure.
I’m not a certified introvert, but I did dread networking—I was looking for a job—it
made my stomach turn. I also felt like the new kid at school, not sure who I should
go eat lunch with. Everyone seemed like they already knew each other, and I knew
no one. I spent the first coffee break carefully reading the program or being absorbed
with something staggeringly important on my phone so I didn’t look so lonely.
After the first couple sessions, however, I started to feel much more at ease. Maybe it was the intellectual
distraction. I remember being fascinated by a session about the State Archives, and later, a presentation by
librarians at Portland Community College. I started talking to people. I met people that worked in many
different kinds of libraries, as well as people looking for work too. I didn’t walk out of the conference with a
job offer, of course, but I did walk away with the sense that Oregon libraries and the people who care about
them are involved, engaged, and tremendously welcoming. It was invigorating to be among them.
A few years down the road, I started working with Northwest Central, a continuing education website for the
Oregon library community, and I was selected to be the liaison to the OLA Executive Board. That was also a
bit daunting. I knew little about OLA besides the fact that they did an annual conference. It took me a while
to grasp the organizational structure, and figure out how I fit in. That year, we were led by Michele Burke as
OLA President, someone whose leadership and friendship I’ve come to rely on and value ever since. We are
so lucky this year that she agreed to be the Chairperson of the Conference Committee, a position that requires
a tremendous amount of energy, dedication and organization. We are working together to make the Saturday
addition a success.
Finally, on a personal note, one of the less obvious duties of the OLA President is to choose the theme of the
annual conference. When this fell to me, I knew that I wanted to highlight and honor the sense of inclusivity
continued…
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that we value and are trying to promote by extending the conference offerings to ALL our members (that’s you
too, OASL!), so I chose “Thriving Together.” I’m confident that this will be the beginning of a new chapter
in OLA conferences to come, where we provide support and growth for each and every one of our members.
OASL has lent so much energy and support to this effort, and I thank all of you for your leadership and vitality.
See you at our conference!
Elsa Loftis is the Director of Library Services at the Oregon College of Art and Craft and Oregon Library
Association President 2016–17. She can be reached at olapresident@olaweb.org.

Teamwork Brings Maggie Stiefvater to Oregon by Sonja Somerville
Wild, celebratory shrieking filled the offices of three Oregon librarians in early June. This
was prompted by the news that author Maggie Stiefvater had accepted an invitation to be a
part of an “extended-play” version of the Oregon Library Association’s annual conference
in 2017.
The facts are these: wildly popular children’s/young adult author Maggie Stiefvater will
give an author talk and do a book signing at 5pm Friday, April 21 in Loucks Auditorium
at Salem Public Library (just up the street from the conference occurring in Salem from
Wednesday, April 19 until the afternoon of Friday, April 21). She will then present at the additional day of
conference programs that will take place on Saturday, April 22, also at Salem Public Library.
This alone could cause a fangirl (and we are all Stiefvater fangirls) to shriek, but the real reason to celebrate is
that this event, this author visit, is the result of some tremendous teamwork, creativity, and persistence on the
part of a large number of people around Oregon.
The full story actually begins well over two years ago when the Children’s Services Division stepped forward
with a proposal. Approaching current leadership of the Oregon Young Adult Network, CSD leaders whispered
an idea about teaming up to bring to the feet of all our members a treat we would all enjoy—a living, breathing
author. The idea then was simply to finish out the conference with a whiz-bang author event that might induce
conference-goers to stay a little later on Friday.
It was clear from the beginning that in the matter of money, not all partners were created equal. CSD has
a treasury that is considerably more substantial than OYAN, but CSD has been consistently gracious and
generous about embracing the “each gives according to their means” model. With the basic idea on the table,
everyone walked away with at least the idea that we might give it a try, maybe in Salem in 2017. At that point,
however, it was a bit unclear who would organize such a thing and on what timeline.
Enter a serendipitous intersection of two trains of thought. Not long after the initial confab between CSD
and OYAN, the same players were asked to be a part of a short-term Oregon Library Association Task
Force, formed to consider how to bring the Oregon
Wildly popular
Association of School Librarians more fully into the fold
children’s/young
of OLA. Representatives from all the OLA units that deal
adult author Maggie
with children, teens, and/or education met together to
Stiefvater
will give an
brainstorm.
author talk and do a
One idea that bubbled to the top fairly quickly was finding
book signing at 5pm
some way, somehow to involve more school librarians in
Friday, April 21 in
the Oregon Library Association’s annual conference. A
Loucks Auditorium at
little real talk about why a Wednesday–Friday conference
Salem Public Library
doesn’t work for many school librarians led to the obvious
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thought that perhaps some sessions could be moved or added to Saturday. Around that same time, someone
piped up, “Oh, hey! You know what else?”
And so the idea of a Friday evening author acting as both bridge and lure for a series of Saturday sessions was
born. Further, it was obvious to everyone involved that the Saturday sessions should have a primary focus on
services, literature, and issues related to the needs of school-aged children. Together, we hope the author and
other programs will make a virtually irresistible combination.
Once we had decided on the “what,” the big question became the “who”? At that point, the committee asked
just about everyone to weigh in, including the CSD, OYAN, and OASL membership in brainstorming sessions
about which authors would be awesome.
It’s harder than you might think.
First, we had a basic requirement that the author write both for children and young adults, but also have some
appeal for the actual adults who would (after all) be making up the audience. We wanted the author to be wellknown, but not so well-known as to be prohibitively expensive. We considered suggestions from the angle of
diversity, rarity (how recently they had appeared in Oregon and who they had spoken to), and wow factor.
A long list became a short list and then a very short list. After deliberations and problem solving and more
discussions…we came to Maggie Stiefvater!
The road had been long by this point and the conversations and meetings many. So, when we got our “yes,”
there was cause for celebratory shrieking indeed.
There is also, amid that joy, simply the matter of being excited to meet Maggie Stiefvater—an author who
writes unexpected, poetic, smart prose and who creates worlds and characters that stay in the readers’ mind
long past the point of closing the book.
Her current most-favored series is “The Raven Cycle,” the four-volume story of a girl named Blue, a sensible,
non-clairvoyant in a family of clairvoyants in Henrietta, Virginia. Above all, Blue is determined to avoid the
rich, overindulged boys from the hoity-toity boarding school in the town, which naturally means she will be
inextricably drawn into a friendship (and more?) with a quirky trio from that exact school. Together, they
explore the strange and supernatural aspects of Henrietta and its connection to an ancient Welch king. Honestly,
it’s addictive. The first in the series, The Raven Boys is on the current Oregon Battle of the Books list for high
school. And here’s a pro tip: the audiobooks for the series are read most wondrously by Will Patton.
Stiefvater is also the author of the memorable stand-alone fantasy, The Scorpio Races in which desperate and
complex characters risk life and limb on man-eating water horses, as well as the popular young adult werewolf
series, “The Wolves of Mercy Falls” and the dark and dangerous “Books of Faerie.” For younger readers, she
has contributed Book 2, Hunted, to the Spirit Animals series and more recently released Pip Barlett’s Magical
Creatures. To encourage young writers, she has also teamed up with Tessa Gratton and Brenna Yovanoff to
create The Anatomy of Curiosity which includes three short stories and an analysis of the creative process that
produced them.
Stiefvater is a musician, an artist, and a lover of fast cars whose varied interests and experiences enliven
her writing in many ways. By many reliable accounts, she is hilarious and highly interesting in person. The
evening of Friday, April 21, promises to be another cause for celebratory shrieks.
Sonja Somerville has been Teen Services Librarian at Salem Public Library since 2011. Her checkered past
includes daily newspaper reporting, grant-writing, volunteer coordination, and library marketing. Her
favorite things (at least at work) are program planning, collection development, and school visits. She can be
reached at ssomerville@cityofsalem.net.

Winter 2017

19

20

Fall Conference Award Winners

2016 OASL Award winners:
Elementary: Molly Sloan, Portland Jewish Academy
Paraprofessional: Wanda Daily, Oak Grove Elementary School
Lifetime Achievement Award: Ruth Murray
Secondary: Paige Battle, Grant High School, Portland Public Schools
District: Miranda Doyle, Lake Oswego School District
Administrator: Merrill Hendin, Portland Jewish Academy (not pictured)

Scholarship winners
Catherine Hampton,
Carrie Scaife, Carol Nolan

Scholarship Chair Amy Richards with
President Peggy Christensen
and Past President Robin Rolfe
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OASL 2016 School Administrator of the Year Award Acceptance
Speech by Merrill Hendin, Administrator at Portland Jewish Academy

Thank you—Todah Rabah, OASL. I am humbled to have been given
the Distinguished Library Services Award for School Administrators. I
feel grateful to be working with a school librarian who makes it so very
easy to do the work I do. With Molly Sloan as our school safranit, the
Hebrew word for librarian—our library continues to be a true hub of
learning, a place where students, teachers, and parents, come to find that
just right book, do research, read together with children. It is a special
place, made all the more special by the careful attention paid to the kinds
of books and materials kept in it. Making sure that a library is chock
full of good literature, relevant materials, and nice spaces to work and read, is no small task. Safranit Molly
works with faculty to discuss curricular needs, and gets to know what each and every one of our students
enjoys reading and at what level.

With a safranit like Molly, my work is made very easy. Giving Molly the ability to do the magic she does
is my great pleasure, and I hope to be able to continue to work together with her, to continue to facilitate
growth in our library and media services, in the coming years. As we look towards a major library renovation
in the coming year, and turn our library and collaborative lab into a Learning Commons, I look forward
to working with Molly and the technology educators at Portland Jewish Academy to ensure that all of the
important components of our library remain intact and that the kind of learning we embrace in our library
today, only continues to grow.
Under Molly’s tutelage, a number of new and wonderful programs have become traditions at PJA. Included
in these are Newbery, Caldecott, and Orca book clubs which delight students and teachers alike. These
book clubs give our voracious readers opportunities to explore a range of books, talk to other book lovers
about the books they love to read, and even eat lunch in the library with their teachers and Safranit Molly. In
addition to all of these programs, Molly has spearheaded a number of other special events to the delight of
our community. These have included a Lemoncello party for 4TH graders, complete with high level detective
work by our students, an outstanding used book sale with more than 10,000 books collected and open to the
greater Portland community, wonderful opportunities for author visits, including a visit last year from Emily
Arrow, which delighted everyone from our youngest preschool students to our 5TH graders.
Thank you to OASL, once again, for giving me this honor. Being a principal is a tremendous privilege,
especially when given the opportunity to work with a faculty and student body such as ours at PJA. Seeing
children digging into books, walking into school holding that favorite book, wanting to spend their recesses
in the library to find that special book, and seeing them engrossed in their library time with Safranit Molly, is
truly one of my greatest pleasures.
May we all continue to nourish our souls and the souls of our students with rich, full, and exciting school
libraries for many years to come. Thank you again. I am truly honored to have been selected for this award.

OASL 2016 Elementary Library Teacher of the Year Award
Acceptance Speech by Molly Sloan, Safranit at Portland Jewish Academy
Thank you. Thank you to Grace and the awards committee for your
difficult work in selecting this year’s winners amongst an organization full
of so many committed and outstanding librarians and paraprofessionals.
Thank you to Steve Baker and Follett for continually supporting the
librarians of OASL.
continued…
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Molly Sloan continued…
I want to thank my wonderful school and my amazing principal, Merrill Hendin. I wish you could all work for
such a supportive principal who really “gets” what libraries should be. I was so lucky to land in a community that
cherishes their library, and by extension, their librarian.
I also want to thank my family and especially my husband, Paul and my son Beren who are here tonight and who
share me with this life’s work of librarianship. On the morning of the first day of being the librarian at Findley
Elementary, Paul gave me a little teapot and matching cup with blueberries on them. I confided in him my nerves on
that first day and he looked at me and said the truest words I’ve ever heard: “Molly, you’ve been a librarian all your
life. Just go do it.” It was true. And it still is. So, thank you for believing in me, my love, and for buying my chairs.
I would like to begin with an excerpt of a poem by another Paul, Paul Chrisstarlon Wesselhoft:
I walked among giants,
Men of renown,
Great ones they were,
Some, were women.
These men of might
Walked the earth
And communed with us.
They were brave when bravery
Had to make a difference.
I can tell my children
And their children,
That for a time on earth
I was privileged,
To walk among the giants.
When I think back to my earliest days as a librarian I think about the exemplary role models that surrounded me.
First there was Karen Wedeking, my professor at George Fox University, who taught me that librarianship is a
calling and that only exemplary is acceptable. She made me realize that, for good or ill, the work that I do in my
small sphere reflects on school librarians everywhere.
Then I think back to our monthly library meetings in Beaverton where my colleagues, though I felt barely worthy
of using that term, would gather to share the innovative and inspiring ways they were teaching and leading in their
libraries. I remember one particular springtime afternoon, after Lisa Williams shared about how she was using
baseball books to reach out to reluctant boys, I shook my head and thought to myself, I am truly walking among
giants. And in truth, most of them were women. Like a pup, I ran to keep up and I emulated the wise women
surrounding me: Kelly Kuntz, Jenny Takeda, Deb Duffe, Dana Butler, Melanie Lucas, Jen Blair, so many others,
and of course, the unstoppable force that was our dear Debbie Alvarez.
Gradually, thanks to OASL, I got to know giants beyond Beaverton as well—Ruth Murray, Susan Stone, Nancy
Sullivan, Peggy Christiansen, Paige Battle, B&B, Danielle Jones, Stuart Levy, Gregory Lum, Robin Rolfe, and I
could go and on about the larger than life giants sitting here in this room with us tonight. Somewhere along the way
I understood if I could just keep up with these giants, if I could keep to their shadows and walk in their footsteps,
that one day I might grow into one myself.
So to say that I am honored by this award would be an understatement. I am humbled. Humbled to tears. For I know
the giants who have gone before me. I know the people who have stood upon this stage and what they accomplished.
To find myself counted in their ranks is an honor almost too great to bear. But bear it I will because I understand
that this is not just a pretty plaque and a moment on stage, but a calling. A calling to carry our torch. A calling to
unflinching advocacy and innovative leadership. A calling to step up and to step out. Only exemplary is acceptable.
So I accept this charge. I accept it with gratitude for the ones who showed me the way, and with gratitude that for a
time on earth I was privileged to walk among the giants.
Thank you.
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OASL 2016 Secondary Library Teacher of the Year Award
Acceptance Speech by Paige Battle, librarian at Grant High School, Portland Public Schools
From an early age, I have always enjoyed watching award shows—the
Grammys, Emmys, Tonys, MTV Music Video (in my 1980s high school
days), and, of course, the Academy Awards! Admiring fashion and
hairstyles was entertaining, but it was the speeches that I most looked
forward to. Would the audience be treated to words of wisdom? Pithy
remarks? Or a laundry list of names that only held meaning for the person
behind the microphone?
Now that I find myself behind a microphone, I realize how harsh it was
on my part to criticize another person for wanting to call out all the people who helped her get to a place of
professional success. As I contemplated how to handle my grocery list of names, an alliterated trifecta came to
mind in the form of Miranda, Medina, and Mr. Jaws.
If you watched the Tony Awards this past June, you would have seen Lin-Manuel Miranda deliver an
impassioned sonnet in accepting the award for Best Original Score. Hmmm. A sonnet has 14 lines.
Our keynote speaker tonight is author Meg Medina. Meg’s most recent book, Burn Baby Burn, is set in 1977
New York—a time period when I was an elementary student obsessed with Top 40 radio.
A song that got a lot of airplay in the mid-70s was “Mr. Jaws” by Dickie Goodman. For those who might not
remember this one-hit wonder, this single made use of the revolutionary practice of “break-in” music sampling
with the artist conducting an interview with the shark from Jaws who then gave answers in the form of lyrics
from popular songs on the radio that year—1975.
So, restricting my choices to songs from the 70s and with a tip of the hat to Mr. Goodman and a nod to Mr.
Miranda: “I am not throwing away my shot!” at giving thanks 14 times over to the people in my life who have
helped me achieve professional success.
For my father, Hall Battle: “the things we do for love”—like stressing the importance of education and
providing the means to help me complete three degrees. (10cc)
For my mother, Grace Battle: her endless optimism and encouragement always carried the message of: “I
couldn’t love you any better. I love you just the way you are.” (Billy Joel)
For my sister, Lynne, the best of listeners, offering commiseration and advice in equal measure. On her special
day, a little bit of Stevie Wonder: “Happy Birthday to You.”
For my husband, Ira, the person who asked me one of the single most important questions of my life, “Have
you ever considered being a school librarian?” just as I was starting my teacher education program: “I never
thought this could happen to me. I feel strange, why should it be? I don’t deserve somebody this great.” (The
Damned)
For my daughter, Flora who shares my love of so many of my favorite things—reading, fashion, and dancing:
“You can dance, you can jive, having the time of your life. See that girl, watch that scene, digging the Dancing
Queen!” (ABBA)
For my son, Owen who shares my love of the movies and was just as inspired by this 1977 film as I was at his
age—the first eight bars from the Star Wars “Main Theme!” (John Williams)
For the library friend I’ve known the longest and who continues to offer a gold standard of library
programming, I find myself agreeing with this musical assessment of Nancy Sullivan: “Isn’t she lovely? Isn’t
she wonderful?” (Stevie Wonder)
For the library friend whose friendship reaches across state lines, Gary Simundson: “I’ve been with you such a
long time. You’re my sunshine and I want you to know that my feelings are true. I really love you.” (Queen)
continued…
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Paige Battle continued…
For my mentor teachers, Gail Miyaji, Reba Parker, Tracy Pulford, and Doris Fong who taught me to “Open
your eyes and look at the day, you’ll see things in a different way.” (Fleetwood Mac)
For the staff members I work with at Grant High School who tell me: “Dream on, Dream on, Dream on, Dream
until your dream comes true.” (Aerosmith)
For all the students I have had the honor to work with when I tell them how I never thought I would become
a high school teacher when I was in their shoes: “Who’d have thought they’d lead ya (Who’d have thought
they’d lead ya)? Back here where we need ya (Here where we need ya)!” (John Sebastian)
For Danielle Jones, collaborator extraordinaire: “Another road where maybe I could see another kind of mind
there. Ooh, then I suddenly see you. Ooh, did I tell you I need you? Every single day of my life.” (Disciple)
For Jennifer Xochihua—I am the assistant to your Houdini tricks: “Oh, ho, ho, it’s magic, you know. Never
believe it’s not so.” You will never know how grateful I am for all the times you return to the stage to put the
pieces of me back together. (Pilot)
And for OASL members who inspire me with work done on having library standards adopted by the ODE,
seizing opportunities to advocate on behalf of libraries, and putting in countless hours developing a scope and
sequence for library curriculum, I want to climb to the top of the Oregon State Capitol building and belt out:
“We are the champions, my friends. And we’ll keep on fighting ‘til the end!” (Queen)
In thinking of our organization moving forward with work on ESSA, the cast of Hamilton would surely
exhorts us to: “Rise up!”
* Spotify playlist for all songs mentioned above can be listened to at: http://spoti.fi/2hvjCt2

OASL 2015 District Librarian of the Year Award Acceptance
Speech by Miranda Doyle, district librarian for Lake Oswego School District
I’m so honored by this award, and thankful for you, my amazing
colleagues. When I took this position I wasn’t sure if I’d like giving up
having a library of my own, but it turns out I love being a district librarian.
With 10 schools, working with students K–12, there is never a dull
moment.
Sometimes, though, I wonder if juggling so many different tasks and
responsibilities—as I know all of you do, as well—may be shortening
my attention span just a little. So, with that said, here is proof I have the
world’s best job, in 6 internet memes and 4 random cat gifs, plus 2 Bitmojis.
http://tinyurl.com/mirandadoyle
(Editor’s note: if you did not see Miranda’s acceptance speech at the conference, it is really worth clicking on
the link to see the slide show.)
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OLA/OASL Joint Conference
Save the Date!
April 19–22, 2017
Salem, Oregon
Visit https://orlib17.wordpress.com/

From the ParaPro by Wanda Daily, OASL Paraprofessional Representative
The importance of good listening skills is sometimes neglected in our focus on literacy. I
recently attended a professional development day focused on developing reading skills
without any mention of essential listening skills, which was surprising. The library read
aloud is a good place to intentionally promote active listening. The kinds of questions
we ask during and after a read aloud can help spark student thought in different ways.
Intermediate students sometimes ask me why I read to them. I explain that storytelling has
a long history as a respected art form for both children and adults. Traditional folk and fairy
tales offer a wealth of choices that can effectively engage the interest of both primary and intermediate students.
Cultural folktales easily support developing listening skills as well as the current importance of promoting
diversity and equity. The exposure to stories that reflect the values, settings, issues, and customs of other
cultures introduces students to other ethnic norms which often promotes self-reflection and critical thinking. I
once read a First People’s story that emphatically stated it was only to be read at a specific time of year. This
had an enormous impact on how students heard the story, triggered comparisons about seasonal valuation, and
changed their perceptions of a Native American culture.
National monthly celebrations have typically made an easy, thematic template to use when choosing stories.
Hispanic Heritage, Black History, Native American/Alaska Native Heritage, Asian Pacific American Heritage,
Jewish History, and Women’s History Month highlight the important contributions of specific groups in our
society. I am considering creating a Slavic Heritage Month to honor our significant Russian and Ukrainian
populations, but you could choose diverse texts from any culture. Your students may identify with the story
or learn from it, and listening and responding to the rhythms and language of diverse cultures will benefit all
students. There are countless, wonderful picture books that fill a ten to fifteen minute time slot perfectly for all
these themes.
Templates are one way to choose stories, but multicultural stories are appropriate at any time of the year. I’ve
seen student faces light up when I read a story from their cultural tradition such as El Cucuy or Baba Yaga. I
once had a fifth grade girl start to cry when I read When Marian Sang by Pam Muñoz Ryan. When students
hear a story from their larger story, it tells them that they are seen. Storytelling is powerful, let’s use it to
improve student listening skills and expose our students to diversity
Wanda Daily is the Media Technician at Oak Grove Elementary. She can be reached at
dailyw@nclack.k12.or.us.
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Lexiles: a Threat to Intellectual Freedom in the Library?
by Miranda Doyle

“Find a book in your lexile range,” the teacher tells students as they enter the library.
That sounds like a perfectly reasonable request. I’ve heard it more frequently lately in
our libraries, and I can see why teachers (and often students and parents) love the idea
of lexile ranges. The Lexile Framework for Reading claims to measure the difficulty of
text. If a book is too difficult, students won’t get much out of it. If it’s too easy, they aren’t
challenging themselves as they read.
Still, when students are required to get a library book that matches their lexile range—based
on a Scholastic Reading Inventory or other assessment—I get nervous. When students are explicitly forbidden
to borrow any books outside their lexile range, I’m alarmed. This is definitely an intellectual freedom issue,
because it limits access for our library users.
I worry that readers may not entirely understand what a lexile is, how it’s calculated, and why it’s best used as
a guideline and not a hard-and-fast rule. I’m also concerned about students’ intellectual freedom and access to
books that don’t have a lexile assigned or would be enjoyable despite a high or low lexile measure.
Sample lexiles that don’t match content:
730L: “A Farewell to Arms”
790L: “To Kill a Mockingbird”
810L: “Hunger Games”
910L: “Mr. Popper’s Penguins”
1330L: “Guinness Book of World Records 2013”
One reason I may be hearing more about lexiles lately is that the Common Core State Standards include “text
complexity bands” for reading materials. However, CCSS does not single out lexiles as the only possible
measure of complexity. Also, Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards includes the “expectation
that educators will employ professional judgment to match texts to particular tasks or classes of students” and
point out that “some widely used quantitative measures, including the Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level test and
the Lexile Framework for Reading, rate the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel Grapes of Wrath as appropriate for
grades 2–3” (8). Also note that while OAKS results included a lexile score for students, the newer Smarter
Balanced test does not.
So what is a lexile, exactly? The Lexile Framework for Reading is a registered trademark belongs to
MetaMetrics Inc., a for-profit company. Other companies, including Scholastic, have “embraced the framework
as a marketing tool” (Reid). You could take a look at this cute infographic from MetaMetrics for a summary,
but remember—it’s a marketing tool.
The truth is, we don’t know exactly how the Lexile® Analyzer software program determines the lexile
measure, because the software belongs to MetaMetrics. They say it “measures the complexity of the text by
breaking down the entire piece and studying its characteristics, such as sentence length and word frequency,
which represent the syntactic and semantic challenges that the text presents to a reader.” In other words, a
computer program looks at the text and determines the lexile. To be fair, MetaMetrics does point out that “a
Lexile measure does not address the content or quality of the book” (“Lexile-to-Grade Correspondence”).
You can actually try it on any document under 1,000 words that you can upload as a text file, though you do
have to register. The article you’re reading right now has lexile measure appropriate as a “stretch” for grades
11 and up, though the MetaMetrics terms of service prevent me from telling you the actual lexile number
assigned. I’m flattered that their software thinks I write at such a high level.
I don’t think it helps to tell teachers, parents or students that lexiles are useless, wrong or bad—and certainly
they can provide some value—but there are a few important facts I think librarians need to share in order to
protect students’ intellectual freedom.
continued…
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Lexiles continued…
• A closer look at lexiles for books you’re already familiar with quickly demonstrate the limitations of lexiles.
“Hunger Games” is at 810L, while “A Farewell to Arms” rates a 730L, perhaps thanks to Ernest Hemingway’s
short, simple sentences. The Guinness Book of World Records and Machiavelli’s “The Prince” rate about the
same. “Mr. Popper’s Penguins” scores a 910L, higher than “To Kill a Mockingbird” at 790L.
• It is not free to get a certified lexile measure. Publishers pay MetaMetrics to get them (“What does it cost?”).
Many high-quality books in my libraries, especially nonfiction titles, do not have lexiles assigned. The Lexile
Analyzer also doesn’t work on poetry, recipes, and other text without conventional punctuation.
• There are many lexile “codes” for texts such as graphic novels and “adult directed” picture books, so users of
lexiles need to understand what those are and what they mean.
• It’s important to use common sense and old-fashioned measures of text complexity (“Read a page of this to
me and then see if you can explain what it said” or “read a page and put up a finger for each word you don’t
know”) in addition to lexiles.
• If a student is highly motivated, he or she will be able to enjoy a book even if it’s above their lexile range.
Even paging through just to see the pictures has value.
• As adults, we all often read below our lexile range. We should give students the same choices. The daily
newspaper almost certainly falls short of my reading ability, and I’m sure those Buzzfeed articles I
occasionally read don’t measure up either. I also read and enjoy picture books that aren’t at the “right” level
of text complexity.
As a librarian, you can also encourage students to borrow one book in their lexile range and then others that are
their free choice books to read for pleasure, regardless of lexile. If that means increasing the student checkout
limit, consider doing so. We don’t want to limit our students’ access to books or their chance to explore topics
that interest them, regardless of lexile measures.
I’ll end by quoting again from Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards: “The tools for measuring
text complexity are at once useful and imperfect.” (8). I think that sums up the message we want to get out to
teachers, parents and students. Sure, use lexile measures as a guideline, but don’t get too caught up in that as
your only criteria for choosing books, and please don’t use them to limit what students can read.
Works Cited
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/social Studies, Science, and
Technical Subjects. Albany, NY: New York State Education Dept., 2011. Corestandards.org. Common Core
State Standards Initiative. Web. 20 Oct. 2016. <http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf>.
“Lexile-to-Grade Correspondence.” The Lexile Framework for Reading. MetaMetrics, n.d. Web. 20 Oct. 2016.
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Reid, Calvin. “Lexile: Will All Books Need This Reading-Level Rating?” PublishersWeekly.com. Publisher’s
Weekly, 8 Oct. 1998. Web. 20 Oct. 2016. <http://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/print/19980810/25898-pwlexile-will-all-books-need-this-reading-level-rating.html>.
“What does it cost?” The Lexile Framework for Reading. MetaMetrics, n.d. Web. 20 Oct. 2016. <https://lexile.
com/about-lexile/how-to-get-lexile-measures/text-measure/publishers/what-does-it-cost/>.
Miranda Doyle is the OASL Intellectual Freedom Chair and District Librarian for Lake Oswego School
District. When she’s not watching funny cat videos, Miranda could be at any one of her 10 schools teaching
about research, books, libraries and technology. Follow her on Twitter at @LOSDlibrarian or contact her
at doylem@loswego.k12.or.us
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Getting Real about Fake News: an Intermingled Resource List
by Jen Maurer

Fake news is old news. Back in 1475, a series of bogus anti-Semitic “blood-libel” stories led
to the murder of innocent people (Soll). Fast forward 400 years, and Abraham Lincoln was
the target of an attempt to sway the 1864 presidential election with a false story claiming he
promoted “intermarriage between the white working class and blacks” (Guilford). About 30
years later, some of the reporting about the Spanish-American War was covered through the
lens of yellow journalism, exaggerated and sometimes made-up articles motivated by profit
instead of truth (Story). Jump ahead another 120 years, and we see that it became an issue in
the 2016 presidential election, led an individual to wield an assault rifle in response to false information that
a pizzeria was a front for criminal activity, and caused Google and Facebook to reexamine their advertising
policies. Now, thanks to the Internet, fake news is ubiquitous. Unfortunately, what is not so widespread is the
public’s ability to recognize when information is fake. That is where educators, including librarians, can play a
part. Here are some ideas, broken out into three categories.
Croly, David G., et al. “Miscegenation: The Theory of the Blending of the Races.” Internet Archive, 1864,
www.archive.org/details/miscegenationth00crol.
G. W. Bromley & Co. “Political Caricature No. 2: Miscegenation or the Millennium of Abolitionism.” Library
of Congress, 1864, www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661680/.
Guildford, Gwynn. “Fake News Isn’t a Recent Problem in the US: It Almost Destroyed Abraham Lincoln.”
Quartz, 28 Nov. 2016, www.qz.com/842816/fake-news-almost-destroyed-abraham-lincoln/.
Holzer, Harold. “America’s First Political Dirty Trick.” History News Network, 27 May 2013,
www.historynewsnetwork.org/article/151920.
Shellenbarger, Sue. “Most Students Don’t Know When News Is Fake, Stanford Study Finds.” The Wall Street
Journal, 21 Nov. 2016,
www.wsj.com/articles/most-students-dont-know-when-news-is-fake-stanford-study-finds-1479752576.
Soll, Jacob. “The Long and Brutal History of Fake News.” Politico, 18 Dec. 2016,
www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/12/fake-news-history-long-violent-214535.
Story, Jill. “What is Yellow Journalism? Definition, History, & Examples.” Study.com,
www.study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-yellow-journalism-definition-history-examples.html. Accessed 20 Dec. 2016.
Teach Students to Recognize Fake News
Advertisements versus News: According to a recent study done at Stanford, students of various ages have
trouble distinguishing advertising from news on a website (Wineburg & McGrew). Lessons in media
literacy can help, like the video series for elementary students from Media Smarts. Create your own lesson
by gathering a selection of articles or screenshots and asking students to work in groups to determine which
is advertising, which is real news, and which is fake news. The emphasis should be on how students made
decisions (evidence) and not just the final results.
“Media Literacy 101.” Media Smarts, www.mediasmarts.ca/media-literacy-101. Accessed 20 Dec. 2016.
Wineburg, Sam, and Sarah McGrew. “Why Students Can’t Google Their Way to the Truth.” Education Week, 1
Nov. 2016, www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/11/02/why-students-cant-google-their-way-to.html.
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Resource Roundup continued…
Wineburg, Sam, et al. “Evaluating Information: The Cornerstone of Civic Online Reasoning, Executive
Summary.” Stanford History Education Group, 21 Nov. 2016,
www.sheg.stanford.edu/upload/V3LessonPlans/Executive%20Summary%2011.21.16.pdf.
• Source Evaluation: Often librarians teach website evaluation, but try broadening the focus to source
evaluation. For example, do students understand why we generally do not ask them to verify information
found in library books? (Librarians vetted the source, checking for authority and more.) Or, do they
understand that photographs should be questioned just like other sources of information?
Garnder, Laura. “Teaching Information Literacy Now.” School Library Journal, 28 Nov. 2016,
www.slj.com/2016/11/industry-news/teaching-media-literacy-now/.
• Domain Names: Delve deeper into domain discussions to help students realize that anyone can buy most any
domain name and that fake news sites intentionally try to sound legit. For example, ABCNews.Go.com is the
authentic website of ABC News, but ABCNewsGo.co was a fake news site meant to fool us. The latter is no
longer online, but the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine captured some of the pages.
“ABCNewsGo.co.” Internet Archive Wayback Machine, 13 Aug. 2016,
www.web.archive.org/web/20160813072855/abcnewsgo.co/.
• Triangulate: Social media is increasingly a news source for teens and adults which could further blur the
lines between fake and real news. Encourage students to have a few go-to reliable news sources and to refer
to those in an attempt to verify, or triangulate, questionable information. On a related note, encourage them
to use the Internet to their advantage by searching for more information about the topic, author, sponsoring
organization, or publisher.
Brown, Damon. “How to Choose Your News.” Ted Ed, 5 June 2014,
www.ed.ted.com/lessons/how-to-choose-your-news-damon-brown.
• Fact Checking Sites: Also on the topic of verification, teach students about fact checking sites like
www.Factcheck.org, www.Politifact.com, and www.Snopes.com. When in doubt, check it out.
• Degrees of “Fake:” Help students understand the degrees or shades of fake news. For example, The Onion
and The Daily Show have been around for a long time and have not sparked (much) controversy. Perhaps that
is because it is (somewhat) obvious that their purpose is satire and entertainment, especially considering that
the latter airs on Comedy Central. Fake news that has been making headlines more recently has other motives.
More on that in the next section.
McClennen, Sophia A. “All ‘Fake News’ Is Not Equal—But Smart or Dumb, It All Grows from the Same
Root.” Salon, 11 Dec. 2016, www.salon.com/2016/12/11/all-fake-news-is-not-equal-but-smart-or-dumb-itall-grows-from-the-same-root/.
• Media Bias: Just because news is not fake does not mean it is automatically without fault. Discuss reporter
and newspaper bias or slant, and be specific. For example, outline the major types of media bias, everything
from bias by omission to bias by labeling.
Cowell, Lora. “Media Bias Uncovered.” Hartford Union High School LibGuides, 14 Aug. 2014,
www.libguides.huhs.org/mediabias.
Fuller, Donna. “Bias in the Media.” Columbus State Library, 16 Nov. 2016, www.library.cscc.edu/mediabias.
“Media Bias.” Student News Daily, www.studentnewsdaily.com/types-of-media-bias/. Accessed 20 Dec. 2016.
Help Students Understand the Motives behind Fake News
• Satire or Entertainment: As mentioned above, some fake news is simply for entertainment or a way of
commenting on the state of current events. Relatively speaking, these types of fake news are benign.
continued…
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• Influence or Propaganda: According to the Center for Media Literacy, “Most media messages are organized to
gain profit and/or power.” We may have seen examples of fake news being used to influence the results of the
2016 presidential election, and the historical examples mentioned earlier certainly had influence as a motive.
This is a more malicious use of fake news.
“CML’s Five Core Concepts.” Center for Media Literacy,
www.medialit.org/sites/default/files/14A_CCKQposter.pdf. Accessed 20 Dec. 2016.
Lynch, Michael P. “Fake News and the Internet Shell Game.” The New York Times, 28 Nov. 2016,
www.nytimes.com/2016/11/28/opinion/fake-news-and-the-internet-shell-game.html.
• Profit: Ultimately, many fake news sites are all about clickbait, using sensational headlines and made-up
information or doctored images to lure people to websites so they can make a profit, often from ad revenue.
Higgins, Andrew, et al. “Inside a Fake News Sausage Factory: ‘This Is All about Income’.” The New York
Times, 25 Nov. 2016,
www.nytimes.com/2016/11/25/world/europe/fake-news-donald-trump-hillary-clinton-georgia.html.
Smith, Alexander, and Vladimir Banic. “Fake News: How a Partying Macedonian Teen Earns Thousands
Publishing Lies.” NBC News, www.nbcnews.com/news/world/fake-news-how-partying-macedonian-teenearns-thousands-publishing-lies-n692451. Accessed 9 Dec. 2016.
Sydell, Laura. “We Tracked Down a Fake-News Creator in the Suburbs: Here’s What We Learned.” All Tech
Considered, National Public Radio, 23 Nov. 2016,
www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsidered/2016/11/23/503146770/npr-finds-the-head-of-a-covert-fake-newsoperation-in-the-suburbs.
Empower and Encourage Students to Stop the Spread of Fake News
• Don’t be Duped: Appeal to students’ egos if necessary. Anything forwarded or reposted, especially without
commentary, is basically an endorsement of the information. Ask students if that is their intention, and if not,
what they might do instead.
Maheshwari, Sapna. “How Fake News Goes Viral: A Case Study.” The New York Times, 20 Nov. 2016,
www.nytimes.com/2016/11/20/business/media/how-fake-news-spreads.html.
• Don’t be a Pawn: By forwarding fake news, students are contributing to its proliferation and the profits of its
creators. Ask if that is their intention and discuss.
• Appeal to Emotions: This video from a group in Sweden strives to illustrate the different outcomes when
folks fact check versus carelessly spread fake news. Ask students what emotions they feel when they watch it.
How would they feel if they had forwarded the story featured in the video?
Fact Checking Online Is More Important Than Ever. Viralgranskaren.YouTube, 18 Nov. 2016,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ryjpu-NWYm8.
• Remove Fake News That You Post: Encourage students to remove fake news that they posted to their social
media sites once they learn that the information is false. This is as opposed to just adding a comment along
the lines of, “Oops. This is fake.” Those who scroll through feeds will see the original post but may not view
comments. Also ask them to request that friends do the same. They should speak up to help others avoid
spreading untruths.
• Report Fake News That Others Post: As of this writing, Facebook plans to make it more difficult to profit
from fake news and easier for users to report it (Chappell). Encourage students to use the reporting feature
and to learn what other social media sites are doing about the problem. They might even request that other
social media sites take similar action.
Chappell, Bill. “‘Misinformation’ on Facebook: Zuckerberg Lists Ways of Fighting Fake News.” All Things
Considered, National Public Radio, 19 Nov. 2016,
www.npr.org/2016/11/19/502717970/mark-zuckerberg-addresses-fake-news-on-facebook.
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Resource Roundup continued…
Additional Resources
Baker, Frank W. “Students Need Our Help Detecting Fake News.” Middle Web, 20 Nov. 2016.
www.middleweb.com/33386/students-need-our-help-detecting-fake-news/.
Heurich, Armin. “Detecting Fake News.” Ithaca High School Library,
www.sites.google.com/icsd.k12.ny.us/ihs-library/detecting-fake-news. Accessed 20 Dec. 2016.
Hornik, Richard. “Why News Literacy Matters.” Digital Resource Center: Center for News Literacy, Stony
Brook University, www.drc.centerfornewsliteracy.org/why-news-literacy-matters. Accessed 20 Dec. 2016.
Jacobson, Linda. “The Smell Test: Educators Can Counter Fake News with Information Literacy. Here’s How.”
School Library Journal, 1 Jan. 2017,
http://www.slj.com/2017/01/industry-news/the-smell-test-educators-can-counter-fake-news-with-informationliteracy-heres-how.
Johnson, Mica. “School Libraries Fight Fake News.” Knowledge Quest, American Association of School
Librarians, 19 Dec. 2016, www.knowledgequest.aasl.org/school-libraries-fight-fake-news/.
Little, Hannah Byrd. “News or Not.” Knowledge Quest, American Association of School Librarians, 8 Dec.
2016, www.knowledgequest.aasl.org/news-or-not/.
Manjoo, Farhad. “How the Internet is Loosening Our Grip on the Truth.” The New York Times, 2 Nov. 2016,
www.nytimes.com/2016/11/03/technology/how-the-internet-is-loosening-our-grip-on-the-truth.html.
Moreillon, Judi. “Fake ‘News’ in a ‘Post-Truth’ World.” Building a Culture of Collaboration, 28 Nov. 2016,
www.buildingacultureofcollaboration.edublogs.org/2016/11/28/fake-news-in-a-post-truth-world/.
Robins-Early, Nick. “How to Recognize a Fake News Story.” The Huffington Post, 27 Nov. 2016, www.
huffingtonpost.com/entry/fake-news-guide-facebook_us_5831c6aae4b058ce7aaba169.
Stevenson, Sara. “Information Literacy Lessons Crucial in a Post-Truth World.” Knowledge Quest, American
Association of School Librarians, 18 Nov. 2016,
www.knowledgequest.aasl.org/information-literacy-lessons-crucial-post-truth-world/.
Valenza, Joyce. “Truth, Truthiness, Triangulation: A News Literacy Toolkit for a ‘Post-Truth’ World.” Neverending
Search, School Library Journal, 26 Nov. 2016, www.blogs.slj.com/neverendingsearch/2016/11/26/truth-truthinesstriangulation-and-the-librarian-way-a-news-literacy-toolkit-for-a-post-truth-world/.
Critical thinking is the common thread in all of these suggestions. Help that spread instead of fake news.
“The ability of the next generations of citizens to judge the reliability and relevance of information will be a
leading indicator of the public health of civil societies around the world” (Hornik).
Jennifer Maurer is the School Library Consultant at the Oregon State Library, and her duties include working
with OSLIS and the K–12 aspect of the statewide databases. Previously, Jen worked with the bookmobile
program at the Salem Public Library and was a teacher and a school librarian for a dozen years, split between
Texas and Oregon. You can reach her at jennifer.maurer@state.or.us.

Winter 2017

Upside-Down	
  Magic	
  by	
  Sarah	
  Mlynowski	
  
Woof	
  	
  by	
  Spencer	
  Quinn	
  	
  
	
  

32
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And being a space taxi copilot is no
task:
Archie must steer them into wormholes,

keep them from crashing into planets, deal with a very unusual cat...and save the universe
from an evil mastermind!
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BCCA continued…
Creature Features: 25 Animals Explain Why They Look the Way They Do by Steve Jenkins.
AR 3.6
Let’s face it. Even as babies, we humans pay close attention to faces. Observing another
person’s features and expressions tells us whether they are happy, angry, excited, or sad.
And when we look at an animal, it’s hard not to imagine that its face is communicating
human feelings. This isn’t true, of course. Squinty eyes, an upturned mouth, or another
odd expression is probably there because, in some way, it helps that animal survive. Packed
with many cool facts and visuals on where certain animals live and what they eat, this book captures twentyfive humorous—and very true—explanations of why animals look the way they do in order to exist in this
world.
Jelly Bean by Cynthia Lord. AR 3.6
Suzannah’s always wanted a pet of her own, but she lives in an apartment where there are
absolutely no pets allowed. What she CAN do is volunteer at a local pet shelter. There,
although she’s the youngest, Suzannah quickly finds herself making friends with the kids
and bonding with the animals. She makes toys and treats for the animals. She feeds the cats
and plays with the puppies! Then a girl just her age brings a guinea pig named Jelly Bean
to the shelter. Suzannah promises that she’ll find the little creature the perfect home. But what if
no one wants an abandoned guinea pig?
Lulu and the Rabbit Next Door by Hilary McKay. AR 3.7
When Lulu’s next door neighbor doesn’t seem to be looking after his rabbit properly, Lulu
and her cousin Mellie devise a scheme to make him pay more attention to his pet.
Quinny & Hopper by Adriana Brad Schanen. AR 4.0
Quinny has a lot to say. Hopper gets to the point. Quinny has one speed: very, very,
extra-very fast. Hopper proceeds with caution. Quinny has big ideas. Hopper has smart
solutions. Quinny and Hopper couldn’t be more different. They are an unstoppable team.
But when summer ends, things suddenly aren’t the same. Can Quinny and Hopper stick
together in the face of stylish bullies, a killer chicken, and the brand-new Third Grade
Rules-especially the one that says they aren’t allowed to be friends anymore
Skateboard Party by Karen English. AR 4.7
Richard can’t wait to show off his flat-ground Ollies at a friend’s birthday party at the skate
park, but a note home from his teacher threatens to ruin his plans. He really meant to finish
his assignment on howler monkeys, but he just got . . . distracted. If only he could focus
on his schoolwork, he wouldn’t get into this kind of trouble! Can Richard manage to put
off getting the note signed (and facing the consequences) until after the party, or will the
deception make things even worse?

For more information on the BCCCA program, please go to https://ola.memberclicks.net/bccca-home
Thank you to everyone for promoting literacy!
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ORCA Nominations by Kiva Liljequist
The ORCA committee seeks 2018 ORCA nominations! It’s January, 2017…time to nominate your favorite
books with a 2015 copyright to be 2018 ORCA nominees! Head on over to the ORCA site
(https://oregonreaderschoiceaward.wordpress.com) to make sure your voice is heard. You’ll find a link that
takes you to a Google Form and asks you for author and title information as well as in which division you
think the book fits best: upper elementary, middle school, or high school. The nomination window will be
open from January 1–31.
While at the ORCA site, be sure to check out all the goodies available to you under the Resources tab. There,
you’ll find bookmarks for the 2017 nominees, as well as Prezis, Slides, spine labels, the logo, and new this
year, a brochure which includes book jackets and descriptions for all nominees. There is a PDF version as
well as an editable one.
Don’t forget, voting for the 2017 ORCA winners happens in March. There will be a link on the ORCA site
where you can report the votes from your school. Your students choose the winners, so make sure to report
your votes by March 31st. Winners will be announced in April at the joint OLA/OASL spring conference,
April 19–21 at the Salem Conference Center. Nominees for the 2018 ORCA will be unveiled at the
conference. See you there!
Kiva Liljequist is the 2017-2019 ORCA Chair and the librarian at MLC in Portland Public Schools. You can
reach her at orca@olaweb.org.

In Memoriam: Debbie Alvarez

(text of a speech given at the OASL Fall Conference, October 2016 )
I’m Grace Butler.
I’m Molly Sloan. We were both colleagues of Debbie Alvarez and blessed to call her our friend. We would
like to share a few of our memories of Debbie to help you understand who she was, if you weren’t lucky
enough to know her.
Or to help you remember her, if you did know her. One memory that always brings a smile to my face
is the time Debbie and I carpooled to an OASL board meeting in Lebanon. We were having such a great
conversation that we missed our exit and didn’t realize it until we were almost to Eugene.
I remember sitting in her living room which she had repurposed for a library—discussing Newbery
contenders with Peggy Sharp and our Beaverton colleagues. It was the year Where the Mountain Meets the
Moon won the honor. She had that book sitting in a book holder on her coffee table because she loved it so
much. I loved it too, and it remains one of my favorites of all books. When I picture its cover, I always see it
sitting in that book holder in Debbie’s house.
Debbie was a great conference and board retreat roommate because she needed quiet to decompress, and so
do I. But one year we shared a room with Dana Butler and Pam DeFiebre. If you know those two, you can
imagine how that went. The lights went out, and all was quiet, until someone would say something silly and
we’d all started giggling, over and over again.
continued…
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Debbie Alvarez continued…
She loved hedgehogs. The first year I knew her, she was the part time librarian at Findley Elementary where
I was a 2ND grade teacher; she brought a pet hedgehog to the library to the kids’ delight. Little did I know that
that hedgehog would come to represent Debbie to me—a little bit prickly on the outside but tender and lovable
on the inside.
Debbie didn’t love anything halfway. Her family. Dancing. Her school. Her colleagues. Books. Her students.
Her profession. She was one of the original architects of OBOB and served on the OASL board. Her library
was a work of art.
Everyone just assumed she never slept. She read more books in a week than most of us read in a quarter. She
had a standing deal with Powell’s to get all of their ARCs so she was always months ahead of us. You would
be excited to mention a brand new book you discovered only to find out she had already read it, blogged about
it, and had an email exchange with its author. We could never keep up with Debbie the Great.
When she saw the inevitability of the loss of teacher-librarians in Beaverton, she packed her bags, her family,
and her dog Dulcie and moved to Hong Kong. There, she continued to be a school library rock star: teaching,
collaborating, training staff members, hosting authors, blogging, and posting every day on Facebook. She
traveled all over Asia, trying strange new foods and studying martial arts in China. But Hong Kong also
brought a cancer diagnosis. Her friends rallied around her, and she shared her struggle as another journey to be
researched, lived through, and faced with courage and hope.
She battled cancer with all of the vigor and determination that she applied to everything else in life. She stayed
positive. She believed she would overcome cancer. She refused to take a doctor’s diagnosis that said otherwise.
And so it was a shock to all of us when death arrived.
Her memorial service was standing room only. There was a gathering at Ridgewood School. And OASL
friends met to remember her as well, with laughter and tears.
Her blog posts kept coming even after she was gone.
Her voice remains with us.
We will hear her voice and feel her energy in us.
Always.
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OASL/OEMA INTERCHANGE welcomes submissions of interest to OASL
members. Successful activities, project ideas, and news from the field are
all welcome. Share information and ideas by sending a contribution today.
If you have questions, contact the people listed below and we will be
happy to help you.

INTERCHANGE
Dana Berglund, Coordinating Editor
interchange@oasl.olaweb.org
Erin Fitzpatrick-Bjorn, Assistant Coordinating Editor
Deadline to Guest Editor: March 10, 2017.

