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This year, the Public Library Division has taken on three specific tasks to promote Oregon public libraries and increase their effectiveness. These are: 

· To continue annual conference programming and events at the same level. 

· To work with the State Library to resolve problems with public library statistics. 

· To update the OLA Standards for Public Libraries. 

The Public Library Division (PLD) offered a lively and successful pre-conference, "Where's the Beef," presenting insights into the Team Developer Initiative undertaken by Multnomah County Library. 

As is traditional, the PLD sponsored the conference-opening banquet with Eric Foxman performing O. Henry stories as entertainment, and the 'Ole' Award which was given this year to Randy Collver of Molalla Public Library. 

The programs offered at the April 2000 OLA annual conference were: 

· CHRISTMAS TREES, CELEBRATIONS & THE CONSTITUTION - Can we celebrate without a cultural context? - Mike Simmons, ACLU 

· ADULTS ONLY! Successful Programming for Adults - Presented by a panel of Adult Services Librarians, lead by Rebecca Teasdale & Amanda Combs of Eugene Public Library 

· PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS - WHO CARES? (And Why You Should) - The Public Library Division is rewriting OLA's Public Library Standards. Panelists Connie Bennett, Aletha Bonebrake & Bob Russell. 

· An additional program, WALKING THE TIGHTROPE: Librarians, Confidentiality, & the Law, was canceled due to illness. 

The PLD's second task was to work with the State Library to resolve problems and issues that have arisen regarding the State Library's annual responsibility to collect and publish public library statistics. Substantial progress has been made toward identifying the statistical needs of Oregon public libraries and assisting the State Library in finding ways to satisfy these needs. 

A third task undertaken this year was to update the OLA Standards for Public Libraries, last published in 1994. The process started with a survey of public library directors to find out how the standards were being used and to identify outdated areas. A PLD sub-committee (comprised of Chair Connie Bennett, Aletha Bonebrake, and Bob Russell) has analyzed standards from 18 states. Using the 1994 Oregon standards, ideas from the survey, ideas from these other states, and our own professional experience and knowledge of Oregon libraries, we produced an initial rough draft, which was reviewed by the entire Public Library Division Board. This rough draft was also "validated" against the State Library's database of public library statistics to make sure number thresholds were reasonable. During December 1999, this draft was distributed as widely as possible within the Oregon public library community for response and comment. All suggestions and comments have been carefully reviewed to produce the final draft, which was to be released prior to the annual conference in April. The PLD Board formally approved the standards on April 20, 2000. The PLD membership approved the final draft of the standards on June 23, 2000, and the OLA Executive Board unanimously approved the document on August 8, 2000. "Standards for Oregon Public Libraries: 2000" is available on the OLA web site at: http://www.olaweb.org/pld/standards.html 
Also approved in the PLD election were a dues increase to $10.00 per year ($5.00 per year for part time employees). This increase will take effect in August 2000. The new PLD Board, also approved in the June election, will take office in September 2000. The PLD Board for 2000-2001 is the following: 

· Chair: Carolyn Schell, Multnomah County Library 

· Vice Chair/Chair Elect: Rob Everett, Eugene Public Library 

· Past Chair: Connie J. Bennett, Silver Falls Library District 

· Secretary: Leigh Van Sickle, Douglas County Library 

· Director Position #1 ('01): Dan Kaye, Cottage Grove Public Library 

· Director Position #2 ('02): Ann Roseberry, Sherwood Public Library 

· Director Position #3 ('01): Aletha Bonebrake, Baker County Public Library 

· Director Position #4 ('02): Bob Russell, Springfield Public Library 
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